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Sharon DeBartolo Carmack : Your Guide to Cemetery Research  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Your Guide to Cemetery Research: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of the most useful and fascinating books I have on cemetery 
researchBy CustomerOne of the most useful and fascinating books I have on cemetery research. Whether you are 
using this book to trace your family history or to pursue an interest in historic cemeteries, it is an excellent book filled 
with useful information. It is filled with information on Colonial and Victorian era funeral and burial customs and 
cemetery symbolism. Of particular interest to genealogists, is the section on how to research death records.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Your Guide to Cemetery ResearchBy Elizabeth SnyderI had seen this book 
in a library and used it for a summer, then when I wanted it again the next year, it had been sold at the annual book 
sale! Luckily I found it on and have used it frequently since, and have loaned it to others. It is a great book for doing 
genealogy, learning more about burial and cemetery customs, and just for enjoyment. The author gives many good tips 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1558705899


about exploring cemeteries, cemetery etiquette, resources for finding more information when doing research and 
genealogy, and the writing is interesting and easy to read. I was able to scan some of the pictures to use in a Power 
Point presentation and they showed up well. Many of the topics that were covered were similar to what we were trying 
to share about our small local pre-civil war cemetery. This is one of the best books for real hands-on research and 
work on the topic.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A very good read and well worth my 
investmentBy richiebobI am thoroughly enjoying this book. I've nearly finished it and I have learned lots of helpful 
researching tips and been entertained along the way. There are helpful notes in the margins alerting the reader to 
helpful points in the text such as websites, other written sources, tips, etc. A very good read and well worth my 
investment.

A guide to the fascinating practice of cemetery research, from determining an ancestor's final resting place to decoding 
mysterious headstone symbols.

From Library JournalSlogging through graveyards armed with a camera and notepad may sound morbid, but it is high 
adventure to most genealogists. Indeed, according to Carmack (Organizing Your Family History Search), cemetery 
research provides valuable information about the dearly departed, and it can actually become a family tradition. 
Carmack begins her demystification of the process with a discussion of the various records created at the time of death 
(death certificates, funeral home records, and more) and the task of locating an ancestor's grave or cemetery. Once a 
burial site is established, a visit to the cemetery is in order. Carmack details the different kinds of cemeteries, grave 
decorations, and veterans' markers and explains the benefits of analyzing a cemetery's "community." A very helpful 
chapter on capturing a tombstone's information follows. Carmack covers American burial customs and the value (and 
pitfalls) of cemetery transcription and preservation projects. Finally, she offers ways to make cemetery visits a family 
affair. Examples of the artwork, epitaphs, and poetry found on tombstones are provided, as are an appendix of symbols 
and their meanings, a historical time line of America's epidemics and disasters, and a medical glossary. Genealogists 
and local historians of all stripes will find this book invaluable. Highly recommended for public and genealogy 
libraries. Elaine M. Kuhn, Allen Cty. P.L., Ft. Wayne, Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From 
BooklistCarmack, a noted genealogist and an admitted cemetery addict, addresses a specialized area of genealogical 
research that can yield a wealth of historical and ancestral information. To locate an ancestor's final resting place, one 
must be thoroughly familiar with American death records. After explaining how to access and interpret coroner's 
records, death certificates, obituaries, wills, prayer and memorial cards, funeral home records, and mortality schedules, 
the author outlines the often less-than-straightforward process of locating elusive cemeteries and individual graves. 
Also included are a discussion of American burial customs and an analysis of cemetery artwork and epitaphs. 
Margaret FlanaganCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the AuthorSharon DeBartolo 
Carmack is a Certified Genealogist and the editor of Betterway genealogy books. She is the author of several books 
including A Genealogist's Guide to Discovering Your Immigrant Ethnic Ancestors, A Genealogist's Guide to 
Discovering Your Female Ancestors, and Organizing Your Family History Search. 


