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Hania Hassan : Ya Gotta Know It: A Conversational Approach to American Slang for the ESL Classroom 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ya Gotta Know It: A 
Conversational Approach to American Slang for the ESL Classroom: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommended!By ArturI'm pleasantly surprised at how good 
this book actually is. The artwork may not be something to write home about, but it definitely doesn't skimp on 
content. Other books of this sort often introduce two or three hundred slang/colloquial words and expressions. This 
one gives you at least a thousand; and masterfully contextualized and explained at that. It's also one of the most up-to-
date publications you can find. So, in a word, don't let this front cover fool you. You've got the real McCoy here.2 of 3 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=187944027X


people found the following review helpful. InterestingBy RobbieI like how each chapter is designed. It starts with pre-
reading discussion questions, then a dialogue, followed by post reading discussion questions and a related writing task. 
The glossary in the back is quite good, but does not include all of the slang terms introduced in the book. The content 
is clearly geared towards young working adults. The topics would definitely be inappropriate for anyone younger than 
college age. Teachers should be aware that a lot of the content focuses around casual drinking and dating, so this might 
be problematic for ESL students from some cultures. Unfortunately the quality of the printing is poor. The print on 
many pages is faded and difficult to read. If it is hard for me to read, I would probably be even harder for an ESL 
student to decipher. It looks more like photocopy of a book rather than a professionally published textbook.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Great Investment!By Leonardo FerreiraI was blown away when I started to 
read this book! Excellent! Great way to learn some informal language! Way to GO!

A complete advanced English as a second language (ESL) course in American slang, this book presents a story about 
four 20-something main characters (the typical age group of ESL students) in 30 short dialogues. Each dialogue is 
followed by classroom-tested questions that help students master the new terms. The developing story serves as a 
guidepost that aids in the recall of slang terms and their meanings, and provides usage examples appropriate to 
particular social contexts. This book includes a glossary of grammatical terms, a dictionary of all slang terms 
introduced, pronunciations, usage notes, and sample sentences.
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