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Catherine Lanigan : Writing the Great American Romance Novel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Writing the Great American Romance Novel: 

33 of 33 people found the following review helpful. One of the BEST Romance Writing Books Out There!By Monica 
MainIf you saw my bookshelf you would be blown away at how many books I have on the topic of writing. Then, you 
would be even more flabberghasted at how many romance writing books I have. I don't know why I have so many. I 
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think I got stuck in a mode of collecting them or something.Most of the romance writing books aren't worth the paper 
they are printed on. They are usually lacking in some very important topics. Maybe they'll cover a romance novel's 
structure but leave out what you're supposed to do with the manuscript when you're finished. Many are outdated 
because the market does change rather rapidly.When looking for a romance writing "how-to" book, consider the date 
it's been published. The newer the book, the better. Again, the romance writing market changes so fast that you need 
the most up-to-date information.This book, next to the Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Romance, is one of the best 
books on the topic out there. Catherine thoroughly discusses the topic without bogging down the reader with too-
technical writing advice. (After all, there has to be a "creative" element.)Most importantly, however, she goes into the 
aftermath of the novel. What to do with the manuscript once it's finished. No other book that I've read on this topic 
covers EXACTLY how to write a synopsis. Some books will cover how to write a query letter. Again, because you 
need to be up with the current times, most publishers like Silhouette and Harlequin are asking for a synopsis and three 
sample chapters. I've scoured books high and low to figure out how to write a GOOD synopsis and this is the ONLY 
book that covers it in detail.If you can only afford one book on writing romance, GET THIS BOOK and forget about 
the rest. This book will give you all you need to get started as a successful romance writer.Good luck!1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Crafting a romance storyBy Judy MiglioriThe best part about Author Lanigan's 
book on writing the Great American Romance is her section on outlining. She advises you to dedicate one page per 
chapter when you outline. To this chapter page staple information on setting, decoration, or history pertinent to that 
specific chapter. She also stresses the importance of character sketches before you write of up to 20 pages for each 
major character. I also liked her advice on creating genealogy trees for the heroine and hero so you could include 
heartfelt information on their family - aunts, cousins and so forth. There's similar information you get from other 
books on the writing craft but all in all this is a very strong, absorbing book on writing romance.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Good AdviceBy AK Mystery MomUseful and interesting, with lots of great ideas. The 
company shipped quickly and the book was in good shape.

The complete guide to turning romances into cash. Romance novels are the top-selling genre in fiction. How can 
aspiring writers break into this lucrative field? With Writing the Great American Romance Novel, the most complete 
guide to writing that novel, getting it published, working with editors, agents, and publicists, and promoting it once its 
out! Step-by-step instruction shows how to create romantic heroes and heroines, structure a story, and write love 
scenes, as well as how to plan outlines, use timelines and grids, conduct personal interviews, and do historical 
research. With extras such as a list of publishers, a sample press release, a sample synopsis, and much more, this book 
is must-have for any aspiring romance writer passionate about writing. Romance accounts for $1.2 billion in sales and 
55 percent of the paperback market The group Romance Writers of America has almost 10,000 members Takes writers 
beyond writing to selling and promotionAllworth Press, an imprint of Skyhorse Publishing, publishes a broad range of 
books on the visual and performing arts, with emphasis on the business of art. Our titles cover subjects such as graphic 
design, theater, branding, fine art, photography, interior design, writing, acting, film, how to start careers, business and 
legal forms, business practices, and more. While we don't aspire to publish a New York Times bestseller or a national 
bestseller, we are deeply committed to quality books that help creative professionals succeed and thrive. We often 
publish in areas overlooked by other publishers and welcome the author whose expertise can help our audience of 
readers.

"A must for anyone hoping that their dream of a romance novel will end up on an actual bookshelf." (Shana Abe, 
Bestselling Author of The Smoke Thief )From the Inside FlapIf you love writing love stories, this comprehensive 
guide shows how to break into the romance genre, which accounts for more than half of all mass-market paperback 
sales. Bestselling romance author Catherine Lanigan offers every writing tool you need as well as insight into the 
writer's relationship with agents, editors, and publicists. Learn about: Romance story structures and outlines 
Researching your romance novel The makeup of the romantic heroine and hero The many sub-genres of romance 
Plotting the memorable "meet" Writing love scenes Query letters, synopses, and submission packages The publishing 
process Promoting yourself Building a long-term career Also included are a novel synopsis, along with a list of 
publishers and resources for writers.From the Back Cover"An indispensable book! Every aspiring romance writer 
should have a copy on his or her shelf."--Walter Zacharius, Chairman Emeritus, Kensington Publishing Corporation 
"Wonderful, useful, practical and wise. Of great value to the aspiring (or published) romance author, but of interest to 
anyone who'd like to understand more about how the publishing business actually works."--Page Cuddy Ashley, 
Former Editorial Director, Avon Books "Clever, concise, loaded with practical insights and marvelous wit, this book is 
a must for anyone hoping that their dream of a romance novel will end up on an actual bookshelf. Ms. Lanigan weaves 
you through the nooks and crannies of the profession with absolute ease."--Shana Abe, Bestselling Author of The 
Smoke Thief "If you want to learn how to write books that can be turned into movies, read Writing the Great 
American Romance Novel."--Jed Nolan, Film Producer "Breaking into the romance genre requires talent, passion, and 
a concrete base of writing knowledge. Writing the Great American Romance Novel delivers a solid mix of take-away 



tools, school of hard knocks experience and a dash of motivation."--Georgia Durante, Author of The Company She 
Keeps 


