
[Mobile book] Writing About Art (6th Edition)

Writing About Art (6th Edition)

Henry M. Sayre 
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF 

#181492 in Books Sayre, Henry M. 2008-07-20Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 8.80 x .40 x 5.90l, .45 
#File Name: 020564578X160 pages | File size: 16.Mb

Henry M. Sayre : Writing About Art (6th Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Writing About Art (6th Edition): 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Improving your grade.By KaleWriting About Art is a quick 
reference guide that will help anyone interpret what they are seeing in a work of art. The book helps readers learn how 
to break down compositions into things like color, subject matter, and symbolism, so they can read an artist's 
intentions and meaning as one would a book. This was a required text for my survey l art history class. I did not 
however elect to use it that first semester. This reference was definitely an under appreciated resource up until the 
midterm of my survey ll class. I improved a whole letter grade by utilizing the tips and techniques outlined in this 
book. I was pulling a solid B+ by the end of my first year. I can't tell you how frustrating it is not to be able to break a 
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C average. Writing About Art really made a difference in my understanding art and my academic career. It's thin and 
small for a textbook, easy to overlook and disregard. But the rules laid out in how to process and describe art are 
universal, and easy to remember. This book has served me well in my classical western, modern, african, venetian, and 
south pacific art classes, as well as speaking in critiques. I saw a steady rise from that C average to an A. Anyone 
serious about understanding, learning, writing, or speaking intelligently about art should read this book.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerHelped me so much in my art class when it came down to 
writing about artists.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It's kind of boring though.By AlvinIt came on 
time and it's on the cheaper side of textbooks. It's kind of boring though...

This straightforward guide prepares students to describe, interpret, and write about works of art in meaningful and 
lasting terms. Designed as a supplement to Art History survey and period texts, this efficient book features a step-by-
step approach to writingfrom choosing a work to write about, to essay organization, to research techniques, to footnote 
form, to preparing the final essay. For beginners as well as more advanced students.

From the PublisherThis new edition continues to prepare students for written description and interpretation of art. A 
perfect supplement to Art History survey and period texts, this book is a step-by-step process-- from choosing your 
piece to preparing the final essay-- for beginners as well as more advanced students.From the Back CoverThis 
straightforward guide prepares students to describe, interpret, and write about works of art in meaningful and lasting 
terms. Designed as a supplement to Art History survey and period texts, this efficient book features a step-by-step 
approach to writing-from choosing a work to write about, to essay organization, to research techniques, to footnote 
form, to preparing the final essay. For beginners as well as more advanced students.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. 
All rights reserved. As a teacher of undergraduate courses in art appreciation and art history, I have always felt that 
one of the most important activities students engage in is writing. It is my conviction that the better, and the sooner, 
students write about what they see, the better they will see. To write about art is to engage in the best process I know 
for organizingand even recognizingyour thoughts and feelings about the visual world. This book is addressed to you, 
the student of art. I hope that it will help you to write about art more effectively and thus teach you, through the 
process of writing, how to see works of art in more meaningful and lasting terms. Many of you are already effective 
writers; many of you may still lack the confidence you need to feel that you write well. If you are reading this book, 
you almost surely find the problem of writing about art a vexing one. If the visual arts expressed the same things in the 
same way as the verbal arts, then why would anyone bother to paint or sculpt or take photographs in the first place? 
Most people feel that images tend to "say" things that words can't. For them, being asked to write about art is like 
being asked to express the inexpressible. Without denying the uniqueness of the visual experience, let me suggest that 
works of-art are a form of address, directed at you, their audience. Like most forms of address, they demand a 
response. To write about a work of art is to respond in what for most of us is the most readily available means. To 
demonstrate the kinds of response a work of art might generate, I have written, in this book, about works of art that 
have excited meand continue to excite meand I have also included several responses to works of art written by my 
students. These essays were generated in my classes; if they are not always the "best" imaginable response to a given 
assignment, they represent an effort on my part to choose the kind of writing that you can learn from best. For that 
reason as well, I have used passages from renowned critics or historians only sparingly. I have nothing against aspiring 
writers attempting to imitate the best practicing critics and historians, but imitation is difficult for many students and 
not, I believe, the most effective way to teach writing. The business of a book such as this is to build confidence, to 
give you a foundation upon which you can improve. Judging from the overwhelmingly positive student reception to 
this book, I can't help but think that good student writing is a more useful model than the stylistic subtleties of 
professionally wrought prose, though we can still learn from the latter. For this, the fourth edition of Writing About 
Art, I have made several changes. When this book was first published in 1989, the World Wide Web was still 
something of a dream. When the second edition of this book was published in 1995, I began my discussion on research 
methods as follows: "First, go to the card catalog. It may or may not be an actual 'catalog'libraries are rapidly 
converting their catalogs to database formats, accessible at computer stations:' Today, there may still be a few libraries 
that are not "on-line," but I don't know where they are. Though I sometimes think that the technology is changing as 
rapidly as I can write a sentence, in this edition, as in the last, I have tried to address the changing environment of 
research and writing in art. Images are far more readily available. Databases are becoming increasingly sophisticated. 
And I have tried to give some idea of the increasingly rich resources available in the exploding world of the 
information highway, particularly the World Wide Web. I have also responded to the request of numerous teachers 
and incorporated into these pages a "finished" essay by a renowned scholarErwin Panofsky's famous treatment of the 
double portrait of Giovanni Arnolfini and Jeanne Cenami. It is a classic, an essay that has served as a model for 
writing about art down to the present day. The book is now "bracketed" by Panofsky's essay at the beginning and a 
very good student essay at the end. Between the two, I hope all students can discover a way that they themselves can 
write successfully about art. Finally, let me say that I hope this book convinces you that writing about art is a 



rewarding and pleasurable experience, an act of exploration and discovery in some ways comparable to the creative act 
itself. At the very least, this book should help you to write better exams and papers in your art appreciation and art 
history courses. In the end, I hope the book increases your confidenceand joyin the process of writing itself. Henry 
Sayre 


