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Jordan L. Linfield, Joseph Krevisky, Joe Kay : Word Traps: A Dictionary of the 5,000 Most Confusing Sound-
Alike and Look-Alike Words  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Word Traps: A Dictionary of the 5,000 Most Confusing Sound-Alike and Look-Alike Words: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I TOO, had TO buy TWO copies.By John Gilbert SorensonI use this 
book often. It is a very valuable tool for every writer. It does not cover "choice, choose, and chose," but nothing can 
list all of my ignorance's., GREAT book, valuable tool.

As a follow-up to "The Bad Speller's Dictionary", this dictionary tackles the confusing world of homophones, while 
broadening vocabulary. It solves the singular/plural dilemmas (alumnus, alumni; phenomenon, phenomena), explains 
questions of general versus specific (coliseum, Colosseum; Belgium, Belgian) and clears up general confusion in 
terms (bourgeois, bourgeoise and bourgeoisie; medal, meddle, metal, mettle). The dozens of errors found in 
newspapers magazines and advertisments every day - misspellings due more often to poor word choice or homophone 
error than to poor spelling skills - signal a nationwide problem (best demonstrated in the 1989 diplomas granted by 
Annapolis, which read "US Navel Academy"). The solution to this problem is beyond the capabilities of computer 
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spell-checkers, which only correct nonword, typos or spelling errors. This book is the only one available that does 
more than correct spelling. Linfield and Krevisky have also written "The Bad Speller's Dictionary", "Guide to Films 
on Jobs" and "The Awful Speller's Dictionary".

About the AuthorBoth Jordan L. Linfield and Joseph Krevisky learned about life and language in the neighborhoods 
and schools of New York City, in the United States Army, and in graduate schools at leading universities. Linfield and 
Krevisky have held senior editorial positions at major publishing houses. Linfield has taught for more than 15 years in 
the City University system and Krevisky was for many years the principal of a leading alternative New York City high 
school. Among their books are The Bad Spellers' Dictionary and Word Traps. They have also contributed to the 
Webster's Universal Unabridged Dictionary. 


