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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excellent! Everytime you crack it you'll discover something new!By 
MistheonistI've owned this for several years along with Donald J. Borror's paperback Dictionary (several copies for 
decades) and both are worth owning. Donald's is cheaper so if you're just getting started I'd recommend that and if it 
becomes a hobby pick up Sheehan's. You'll see why you want it once you get it, and dabble in it's pages, if you're 
already on that path... For medical terminology I'd recommend Chabner.0 of 6 people found the following review 
helpful. Don't WAste your money!By Karla J. RollerI purchased this book for assistance in a vocabulary class. At the 
cost of this book my expectations were that it would include alot more info than it did. This book is a complete waste 
of 50 dollars. Use the library online services instead of wasting your hard earned monies on this so-called word parts 
dictionary!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A GemBy AntiqueskaterI have taught reading and study 
skills at an excellent private school in Hawaii for the last nine summers. This book is a gem. It gives me information 
regarding root words, prefixes and suffixes that is hard to gather from dictionaries. For me, it is invaluable. For the 
regular student, it is an excellent resource, but perhaps not a required purchase.

This updated version of the 2000 original is still the only complete resource on the market for finding word parts 
needed to express a concept. Aside from catering to those who wish to expand their vocabulary, the purpose of this 
dictionary is to provide convenient word parts to those who may be interested in inventing or deciphering words 
bearing an established and embedded meaning. Like the first edition, this work is split into three parts presenting the 
prefixes, suffixes, combining forms, and roots that fit together to form words in English. Part I, the Dictionary proper, 
provides an alphabetical listing of nearly 4,700 word parts, each entry including a brief definition and two examples of 
words using that unit. This section benefits from several additions, the most notable of which are embedded 
etymologies for each entry. Part II, the Finder, is a reverse dictionary of word parts allowing users to start with a 
meaning or concept and then find word parts which express that meaning. Still the only reverse dictionary of its kind, 
Part II is updated with over 1,000 new search terms. Part III collects word parts in another reverse dictionary under 18 
convenient categories. Each pre-existing category has been expanded when possible, and three entirely new categories 
have also been added (Eating, Experts, and Measurement Science).

First edition review, a treasure trove...recommended. --Library JournalUnique...clear and well executed. --
ChoiceRemarkable...a sophisticated, erudite, fascinating dictionary, a true work of reference...recommended. --
Reference sAbout the AuthorA retired English professor, Michael J. Sheehan taught at Olive-Harvey College, City 
College of Chicago. He is the author of several works of fiction and several writing handbooks and is a member of the 
Society of Midland Authors, the Dictionary Society of North America, the American Dialect Society, and Michigan 
Writers. He currently serves on the Michigan State Advisory Council on Aging and lives in Cedar, Michigan. 


