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John Ayto : Word Origins  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Word Origins: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. review of ' Word Origins'By J. Andre Laveauas expected, a very 
good reference book that serves to fascinate about the beauty of the english language. highly recommended to 
interested people0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy William Dobsonno problems with the 
seller or the product0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. just what I hoped forBy some one who wonders 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0713674989


about lifeThe book is well written, clear and direct. It offers interesting roots for the words used in everyday parlance 
and adds history and depth to the definition.

The average contemporary English speaker knows 50,000 words. Yet stripped down to its origins, this apparently huge 
vocabulary is in reality much smaller, derived from Latin, French and the Germanic languages. It is estimated that 
every year, 800 neologisms are added to the English language: acronyms (nimby), blended words (motel), and those 
taken from foreign languages (savoir-faire). Laid out in an A-Z format with detailed cross references, and written in a 
style that is both authoritative and accessible, Word Origins is a valuable historical guide to the English language.

"authoritative and accessible" www.mantex.co.uk/reviews (1 March 2006) "Anyone who enjoys using words will 
enjoy tracing the ways in which they have developed." Writing Magazine (March 2006) "I've enjoyed it so much ... it 
is of such a curious nature I can't resist." The Spectator (11 November 2006)About the AuthorJohn Ayto is an 
experienced lexicographer and author of many language titles. He is Chief Etymologist on the Bloomsbury English 
Dictionary. 


