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Joel Achenbach : Why Things Are Why Things Aren't  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Why Things Are Why Things Aren't: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Why you should read this bookBy A CustomerWe live in a world all 
too obsessed with how. And the marketplace is overflowing with books to satiate that obsession. But, like most 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0345392884


obsessions, once the obsessed becomes reality, we are left feeling empty. Because how is, at heart, boring and 
mechanical, utterly soulless. This book though, is a book for humans. because it doesn't just give you a ration of how, 
it gives you the seven course meal of why. Why is a question that, once answered leaves you feeling truly satisfied. 
Oh, any encyclopedia can tell you about Plato or Socrates, but only Joel Achenbach explains why they had only one 
name, or why we assume human flesh tastes bad, and why, exactly, does ice cream get so gross-tasting when it melts. 
All of these questions and more are answered in this incredible book. And they're answered with hilarious wit and 
impressive mental dexterity. So give Why Things Are Why Things Aren't a read and find these answers for yourself. 
Why is indeed the best question, it just may save humanity.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. not as 
good as the 1st and 2nd, but still greatBy Ivan RorickI didn't like this one quite as much as the 1st and 2nd Why book 
(part 2 seems to be out of print), mainly because it lacked the Special Reports which were the best part of its 
predecessors. But this is a minor complaint and like the other books in the series I've read this one so many times that I 
have practically memorized it. That won't stop me from reading it many times more.Ivan Rorick12 of 12 people found 
the following review helpful. Accurate, informative and hysterically funnyBy Monica JensenThis book is for the 
insatiably curious, and it is a joy to read. Not only is it incredibly funny but it's full of accurate scientific information, 
and provides answers to questions you didn't even realize you had. The author is obviously an incredibly talented 
writer who is having a good time with the subject matter. A great little book and suprisingly profound!

WHAT IS REALITY, ANYWAY?FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK.Washington Post columnist Joel Achenbach refuses 
to take "I don't know" for an answer. In Why Things Are, he gave you a world of answers in a nutshell. Well, once 
again it's time to get cracking. Just ask Achenbach, who's out to crack every mystery in the book. After all, why stop 
asking why when there's no end of questions left to be asked? * Why is the Oval Office oval?* Why is it so darn hard 
to lose weight?* Why did Napoleon keep his hand tucked in his vest?* Why is Muzak everywhere even though people 
claim they dislike "elevator music"?* Since we're mostly made of water, why don't we slosh around more?* Why are 
people so obsessed with talking, thinking, and hearing about sex?* Why is the interior of the Earth still hot after 4.6 
billion years of letting off steam (and lava)? Why doesn't this thing ever cool off?Truly outrageous and outrageously 
true. That's the name of Joel Achenbach's game in this wildly original collection of questions and answers. If you have 
a taste for the unusual, here's a book that's just as fun as a box of assorted chocolates--but far less fattening.

From the PublisherWhy is the Oval Office oval? Why is it so darn hard to lose weight? Why is Muzak everywhere 
even though people claim they dislike "elevator music?" Why are people so obsessed with talking, thinking, and 
hearing about sex? Since we're mostly made of water, why don't we slosh around more? Joel Achenbach is one of the 
funniest, and most engaging writers I've worked with. And he tackles the most amazing questions! To find out the 
answers to the above, to understand the workings of the human body, or to discover why we can't seem to shake bad 
habits, you'll need this book. And when you sit down with Why Things Are Why Things Aren't, you'll find a further 
plus: the absolutely brilliant illustrations throughout. I hope this book entertains you; it certainly entertained me. E. 
Zack, Sr. EditorFrom the Inside FlapWHAT IS REALITY, ANYWAY?FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK.Washington 
Post columnist Joel Achenbach refuses to take "I don't know" for an answer. In Why Things Are, he gave you a world 
of answers in a nutshell. Well, once again it's time to get cracking. Just ask Achenbach, who's out to crack every 
mystery in the book. After all, why stop asking why when there's no end of questions left to be asked? * Why is the 
Oval Office oval?* Why is it so darn hard to lose weight?* Why did Napoleon keep his hand tucked in his vest?* Why 
is Muzak everywhere even though people claim they dislike "elevator music"?* Since we're mostly made of water, 
why don't we slosh around more?* Why are people so obsessed with talking, thinking, and hearing about sex?* Why is 
the interior of the Earth still hot after 4.6 billion years of letting off steam (and lava)? Why doesn't this thing ever cool 
off?Truly outrageous and outrageously true. That's the name of Joel Achenbach's game in this wildly original 
collection of questions and answers. If you have a taste for the unusual, here's a book that's just as fun as a box of 
assorted chocolates--but far less fattening. 


