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Joel Achenbach : Why Things Are: Answers to Every Essential Question in Life  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Why Things Are: Answers to Every Essential Question 
in Life: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Can't get too much of these books!By An enthusiastI bought them 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0345362241


all, loved them all, gave them as gifts many times.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
BevGreat deal, bought for my dad as a gift. He loved it.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Smart and 
funnyBy Joshua EngelJoel Achenbach knows a lot of stuff about a lot of stuff. More importantly, he's willing to go out 
and ask people when he doesn't know (and doesn't mind giving credit when credit is due, which gives the answers 
more authority.) Although not as funny as Cecil Adams, his book is still an excellent read. Unlike some authors in this 
genre, I've never known him to spend pages on dumb, obvious, or other softball questions. In addition to answering 
questions, he's also got essays, which I liked less well. The book also comes with cartoons, which are quite funny.

"Not only does Joel Achenbach ask some great questions, but he actually answers them--and with a rigor that puts him 
somewhere between Socrates and Miss Manners. Plus he's funnier than either of them.:Judy Jones and William 
WilsonAuthors of AN INCOMPLETE EDUCATIONFrom the dawn of time to yesterday's headlines, from baseball to 
the atom bomb,fromant farms to Peperidge Farm, syndicated columnist Joel Achenbach answers the perennial 
question, WHY? Why do foreign languages sound so fast?Why do fools fall in love?Why don't people talk in 
elevators?And much more.

From the PublisherIf it's got a foreword by Dave Barry, you know it's ok.And this one does. WHY THINGS ARE is 
the first collection of the nationally syndicated "Why Things Are: columns, It's politically savvy. It's wisecracky but 
accurate. Achenbach can even explain the deficit and make you laugh at the same time you're crying.From the Inside 
Flap"Not only does Joel Achenbach ask some great questions, but he actually answers them--and with a rigor that puts 
him somewhere between Socrates and Miss Manners. Plus he's funnier than either of them.:Judy Jones and William 
WilsonAuthors of AN INCOMPLETE EDUCATIONFrom the dawn of time to yesterday's headlines, from baseball to 
the atom bomb,fromant farms to Peperidge Farm, syndicated columnist Joel Achenbach answers the perennial 
question, WHY? Why do foreign languages sound so fast?Why do fools fall in love?Why don't people talk in 
elevators?And much more. 


