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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great resource for any new parent concerned about how to get their 
child to love readingBy Alana SchockWhen we had our baby, we already knew from our family and many other 
sources that developing a love for reading would be important to our child's development but I was absolutely unsure 
of when to start, how much I should read and what, from all the choices out there, we should read to the baby. This 
book answered all of those questions and more!! It answers the what to read when questions, but also why and how - 
by age, which makes it a great reference for many years. There's also great sections on what to read by topic, which 
isn't as handy to me right now, but I imagine it will be as my child grows older and encounters different situations that 
the right book could help explain.On top of it all, it was an entertaining and inspiring read! I found myself falling back 
in love with reading books I hadn't even thought about for years. It made me so excited to share all of the wonderful 
things about books with our daughter! The author's command of and passion for her subject jumps right off the pages. 
I enjoyed it thoroughly and will reference it often as my daughter grows up.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Four StarsBy Nancy A. PontiousGood for browsing when you aren't feeling anything.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Three StarsBy kim douglasNot as informative as I had hoped.

Read Pam Allyn's posts on the Penguin BlogThe books to read aloud to children at the important moments in their 
lives. In What to Read When, award-winning educator Pam Allyn celebrates the power of reading aloud with children. 
In many ways, books provide the first opportunity for children to begin to reflectively engage with and understand the 
world around them. Not only can parents entertain their child and convey the beauty of language through books, they 
can also share their values and create lasting connections. Here, Allyn offers parents and caregivers essential advice on 
choosing appropriate titles for their childrentaking into account a childs age, attention ability, gender, and interests 
along with techniques for reading aloud effectively. But what sets this book apart is the extraordinary, annotated list of 
more than three hundred titles suitable for the pivotal moments in a childs life. With category themes ranging from 
friendship and journeys to thankfulness, separations, silliness, and spirituality, What to Read When is a one-of-a-kind 
guide to how parents can best inspire children through reading together. In addition, Pam Allyn includes an 
indispensable Readers Ladder section, with recommendations for children at every stage from birth to age ten. With 
the authors warm and engaging voice throughout, discussion questions to encourage in-depth conversations, as well as 
advice on helping kids make the transition to independent reading, this book will help shape thoughtful, creative, and 
curious children, imparting a love of reading that will last a lifetime.These Penguin Young Reader's Books are 
referenced in What to Read WhenSylvia Jean: Drama Queen by Lisa Campbell Ernst (Penguin Young Readers Group: 
2005)Two Is For Twins, by Wendy Cheyette Lewison, illustrations by Hiroe Nakata (Penguin Young Readers: 
2006)Remember Grandma? by Laura Langston (Penguin Group (USA): May 2004)Soul Looks Back in Wonder 
compiled by Tom Feelings (Puffin Books)Time of Wonder by Robert McCloskey (Penguin Books USA, Incorporated: 
December 1957)When I was Young in the Mountainsby Cynthia Rylant illustrated by Diane Goode (Penguin Young 
Readers Group: January 1993)Nana Upstairs and Nana Downstairs by Tomie DePaola (Puffin Books, an imprint of 
Penguin Books, Inc.:1973)Good Night, Good Knight by Shelly Moore Thomas, illustrations by Jennifer Plecas 
(Penguin Young Readers Group: 2002)

From Publishers WeeklyThis volume by Allyn, director of the literacy organization LitLife, reminds parents that 
through reading aloud they can teach the beauty of language and joys of rhythm and rhyme and introduce their 
offspring to the Big Wide World. Part one of this booka combination of Jim Trelease's Read-Aloud Handbook and 
Anita Silvey's 100 Best Books for Childrenoffers 10 reasons why parents should read to their kids: to develop shared 
values, to fall in love with language, to build comprehension, among them. Useful, too, are Allyn's Four Keys, 
revealed in an apt mnemonic, READ: a Ritual of coming together in an Environment conducive to reading with 
Access to the right book at the right time for a Dialogue. Chapter Four's 14 landmark books, from Pat the Bunny to 
Harry Potter (with Margaret Wise Brown, Dr. Seuss and Maurice Sendak titles included) will resonate with parents, 
but the best feature may be a brief section called How to Read Aloud, which teaches parents exactly how and why to 
read to children in order to elicit interest, engagement and response. The bulk of the book is Part three, all the best 
books for the moments that matter most, an alphabetical listing of 50 themes, from adoption to New Baby to Your 
Imagination. (Apr.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From 
BooklistTargeted principally at parents, Allyns earnestly utilitarian guide to read-aloud books for children promises to 
help you find the perfect books for the perfect times. To that end, she offers a potpourri of self-help tools including a 
readers ladder of titles for children from birth to age 10, 50 thematic lists of all the best books for the moments that 
matter most, 10 reasons for reading to kids, and four keys for helping children become lifelong readers. All of this 
material has its uses, but its presentation is often either cloying (especially when the author invokes her own family) or 
a bit too rah-rah for some readers. Her knowledge of the history of childrens literature is occasionally a bit spotty (she 
praises Margaret Wise Brown without ever acknowledging the influence of Lucy Sprague Mitchell), and is Stuart 
Little really suitable for reading to a six-year-old? Nevertheless, the author is at her best when she is discussing the 
inarguablealmost ineffableimportance of reading to and sharing books with kids. And here her enthusiasm and genuine 



passion are infectious. One hopes her spirit is catching. --Michael Cart This volume by Allyn, director of the literacy 
organization LitLife, reminds parents that through reading aloud they can ?teach the beauty of language and joys of 
rhythm and rhyme? and introduce their offspring to the ?Big Wide World.? Part one of this book?a combination of Jim 
Trelease's "Read-Aloud Handbook" and Anita Silvey's "100 Best Books for Children"?offers 10 reasons why parents 
should read to their kids: to develop shared values, to fall in love with language, to build comprehension, among them. 
Useful, too, are Allyn's Four Keys, revealed in an apt mnemonic, READ: a Ritual of coming together in an 
Environment conducive to reading with Access to the right book at the right time for a Dialogue. Chapter Four's 14 
landmark books, from "Pat the Bunny" to "Harry Potter" (with Margaret Wise Brown, Dr. Seuss and Maurice Sendak 
titles included) will resonate with parents, but the best feature may be a brief section called ?How to Read Aloud, ? 
which teaches parents exactly how and wh 


