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Eliot Weinberger : What Happened Here: Bush Chronicles before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised What Happened Here: Bush Chronicles:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy James NebraskaArrived promptly and as advertised! 0
of 1 people found the following review helpful. history in the makingBy john CThis book reminds me of the scams
involved particularly in US politics We all now live under the threat of misled religious fanatics deciding that killing
others will convert the rest of usto their cause.How dopey.The book is poorly produced and over priced by the time
postage is addedl of 1 people found the following review helpful. Emotional and Gut WrenchingBy Michael DAsthe
publisher of The Iraqg War Blog, An Iragi Family's Inside View of the First Y ear of the Occupation, | was absolutely
amazed at the accuracy of Mr. Weinberger's perceptions of the Bush administration, it's cabal of evildoers, and the true


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0811216381

conditions surrounding the war in Irag. | am currently working on a book on the Bush administration and in the past
three years, | have read nearly 200 books, and countless magazine articles and stories, and | must say, with al due
apologies to other authors, that What Happened Here is the best book | have read in this genre. The simplicity and
emotion with which Mr. Weinberger has detailed his observations are what make this book what it is: a great piece of
literature that must be read by everyone, everywhere.

Essayist Eliot Weinberger sets his sights on the Bush team with brilliant, thought-provoking, funny
consequences.Written for publication in magazines abroad, translated into sixteen languages, and collected here for the
first time, Eliot Weinberger's chronicles of the Bush era range from first-person journalism to political analysisto a
kind of documentary prose poetry. The book begins with the inauguration of George W. Bush in January 200land an
eerie prediction of the invasion of Iragand picks up on September 12, with an account of downtown Manhattan, where
Weinberger lives, on the "day after." With wit and anger, and sometimes startling prescience, What Happened Here
takes us through the first term of the "Bush junta’: the deep history of the neoconservative "sleegper cell,” the invention
of the War on Terror, the real wars in Afghanistan and Irag, and the often bizarre behavior of the Republican Party.

For twenty-five years, Eliot Weinberger has been taking the essay form into unexplored territory. In What Happened
Here, truth proves stranger than poetry.

From Publishers WeeklyAmerican readers admire Weinberger (Words on Paper; Karmic Traces) as a literary essayist
and for hisindefatigable, influential transations from Spanish and Chinese. Many Europeans and Mexicans know him
as apolitica writer, explaining U.S. events from a clear (and clearly appalled) |eft-wing perspective. Inspiring in its
integrity, but grim in some of its conclusions, this brief volume collects 12 essays, a speech and an interview offered to
overseas audiences between December 2000 and January 2005. (A preface dates from the first Gulf War.) Weinberger
compiles a hymnal-sized chrestomathy of outrages, an elegantly acrid summary of all that he believes has gone badly
wrong in the past five years, including "the first coup d'tat in American history" (the Supreme Court's 2000
presidential decision) and the awful lessons of 9/11 (he livesin lower Manhattan). He argues that the Bush
administration, rather than learning those lessons, has used them as excuses for large-scale carnagein Irag.
Weinberger has nothing like the American name recognition of thinkers whose critiques he echoeshe does, however,
have a superb prose style: both far-left skeptics and worried moderates might appreciate his work once they find it, and
New Directions unusual pocket-sized format may help the collection get into those readers hands. (Sept.) Copyright
Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistWith the perspective of
awriter who writes for foreign publications, Weinberger offers aview of the Bush presidency from a slight remove.
This collection of essays and articles that have been translated into 16 languages begins with the inauguration of
George W. Bush and the actions and policies that presaged an invasion of Irag even before the terrorist attack of 9/11.
Weinberger includes an account of downtown Manhattan, where he lives, on the day after the attack, and the feeling of
lost innocence in a nation that, since the Reagan presidency, had come to be referred to as the Republic of
Entertainment. In the aftermath of 9/11, Weinberger excoriates the Bush administration for its panic peddling and
massive and secret arrests of "suspects," aswell as the contrived "intelligence” that led to the war on Irag. He ponders
what geopolitics would look like if Europe stopped playing the "American game." Weinberger offers fresh
perspectives in a thought-provoking and witty style. Vanessa BushCopyright American Library Association. All rights
reserved "A ferocious excoriation of the Halliburton administration.”



