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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The best book of American idioms I've EVER found. Fun and funny 
:DBy L. McCallI love this book! I've bought many copies for new American friends over the years. Wish I had the 
same kind of book for myself in French and Spanish (LOL!) It explains well the history of many common idioms that 
Americans use freely in everyday language without consideration of how confounding any non-native speakers who 
may hear us. In addition, the book explains the meaning of the phrase as it is generally used. So if you find yourself 
trying to explain why you're going to just "play it by ear" rather than plan everything out, this is just the book for you!

The book is designed to help persons from other cultures who know some English but are confused by our use of 
English words in slang, idiomatic, and other unusual uses of such words, whether used singly or in combinations. The 
book focuses simply on the meaning to Americans of each expression. There are over 7,000 expressions in this small-
sized 479 page book. The listings of expressions are arranged alphabetically according to a key word (s) in each 
expression. This key work appears in bold type. Where expressions have more than one key word, they appear at the 
alphabetical location of each of the key words. This minimizes the needless page flapping or cross-referencing.

From the PublisherThis book is used extensively by teachers of English as a second language throughout the United 
States, by companies with employees from other cultures, and is a popular small inexpensive gift from Americans to 
friends and colleagues from other lands. The first edition of this book was published in 1989; the second edition, 
which was published in 1990 went through five printings. This third edition developed from the book's popularity and 
benefited from comments from teachers, buyers, and the author's further efforts.From the AuthorThis book developed 
from my experience as chairman of the board of a not-for-profit organization that helped many immigrants and 
refugees find paying jobs in the U.S. economy. I was struck by the misunderstandings and embarrassment these people 
had experienced in trying to understand their bosses and their fellow workers and others on the street, in shops or 
when seeking services of one kind or another. Thousands of hours were spent selecting simple and understandable 
meaning statements for the expressions included in this book.About the AuthorThe author has extensive federal and 
state government experience and has taught at a number of universities and colleges. Apart from ten years of 
experience with this book, he has authored books and publications in the fields of the older person as a continuing 
resource in our economy and society, and new very low cost forms of public transit. 


