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Bernard Siskin, Jerome Staller, David Rorvik : What Are the Chances?  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised What Are the Chances?: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting, Informative, Trivia BookBy K.A.GoldbergThis 
interesting trivia-style book discusses basic odds and chances written in an easy question-and-answer format. Subjects 
range all over the map, from liklihood of marital success and crime victimization, to turning gray by the time you are 
50. There are questions about health problems, the workplace, attracting the opposite sex, length of athletic careers, 
etc. In short, interesting information attractively presented, though a few answers have changed over time since this 
book arrived in 1990. My brother read from these pages during a recent dinner, and we had fun chiming in with our 
guesses (sometimes debating the book's answers). This is a fun and readable look at many questions from everyday 
life.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It's fluff :)By A CustomerI really did enjoy this book, but was 
very surpised to find out that it did not contain a single citation. I don't know how a book like this, filled with statistics, 
gets into print without a single source listed. I teach introductory statistics and was hoping to get some "fun" numbers 
to share with my classes, but without the citations, it is unusable.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
Fascinating book with a lot of fun triviaBy Brett D. CullumI really enjoyed this book as pure entertainment! Knowing 
that I am more likely to be on The Tonight Show than be struck by lightning is quite comforting! At turns, shocking 
and silly this book is just plain and simple fun!
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A collection of little-known odds covers such likelihoods as getting struck by lightning (1 in 600,000), having a 
supernatural experience (1 in 17), and having an airline lose one's luggage (12 pieces per thousand). Reprint. AB. 

From School Library JournalYA-- A statistical look at life which YAs will love. The wide variety of topics includes 
sports, travel safety, health, and natural disasters.Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalEncompassing a dozen areas, including health, weather, mind/emotion, crime and punishment, and 
sports/gambling, this book is an entertaining collection of "what ifs." Some are popularly known, as "seat belts are 
40%-50% effective in preventing fatal injuries." Some are--until now--probably obscure, such as "17.7% of all VA 
doctors who claim to be board certified are not." This book makes for good conversation openers as well as good 
trivia. Siskin claims that attitudes (and hence behaviors) may be changed after reading this book, but it is difficult to 
believe that someone would move to Japan rather than Spain because driving is less hazardous there. A fun, but not 
necessary, purchase.- Patty Miller, New Hampshire Vocational-Technical Coll. Lib., LaconiaCopyright 1989 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. 


