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Steven Schwartzman : The Words of Mathematics: An Etymological Dictionary of Mathematical Terms Used
in English (Spectrum) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised The Words of Mathematics: An Etymological Dictionary of Mathematical Terms Used in English (Spectrum):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Wanderley RezendeVery Good!!!4 of 4 people found
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the following review helpful. Word connectionsBy StefanoThis dictionary explains the origin of many mathematical
terms, briefly summarizing their development from Latin and Greek, and often even tracing them back to an Indo-
European root. There are no significant technical explanations, while the etimologies are discussed in just enough
depth to permit the connection between related words belonging to other, possibly completely different fields. Many of
them are presented as examples spread throughout the book, and, after reading them, many more can be thought of
with minimal effort.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The Words of MathematicsBy William E. Reilly
Jr.This book is one of the best mathematical resources I've come acrossin along time. It is such an interesting book, |
take it everywhere and incorporate it into all of my mathematic lessons. When students are made aware of the history
behind the mathematic vernacular, they are better able to understand the mathematical concepts and retain that
knowledge. This book isamust for anyone who aspires to attain the title, "Master Teacher of Mathematics!”

The Words of Mathematics explains the origins of over 1500 mathematical terms used in English. While other
dictionaries of mathematics define technical terms, this book concentrates on where those terms came from and what
their literal meanings are. The words included here range from simple to advanced. This dictionary is easy to use.
Although some of the entries are highly technical, the book explains them in plain English. The introduction gives an
overview of how the ancient language known as Indo-European developed into Latin, Greek, French and English, the
languages from which most of our mathematical vocabulary has been derived. Another section discusses the many
ways in which mathematicians have borrowed and created their specialized vocabulary over the centuries. A glossary
explains historical and linguistic terms used throughout the book.

The first book that combines a mathematical dictionary and an etmological dictionary. Recommended for any library
covering mathematics. -- American Reference Books Annual The product of serious scholarship, it is nevertheless
comprehensible and enjoyable to read. -- ChoiceAbout the AuthorSteven Schwartzman earned his M.A. in the
teaching of mathematics from Duke University. He spent nine years as a high school mathematics teacher. He later
taught mathematics at Austin Community College and French at the University of Texas.



