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Julian Jeffs: The Wines of Spain (Faber Books on Wine) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised The Wines of Spain (Faber Books on Wine):

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The Great Reference book for all your Spanish wine needsBy


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0571175317

FlippyRecently, | conducted a Spanish wine seminar at the wine shop | work at. | used this text and Radford's The
New Spain for reference purposes. Both were excellent and irreplaceable.Radford's book is great for its photography
and chapters on each wine area, focusing on history, culture, viticulture, vinification and grape varieties; Jeffs book
offers more nuts and bolts. He organizes the main regions into Catalonia, Aragon, Rioja, The Centre-North, Castillay
Leon, The North, The Levant, the Centre, Extremadura, Andalucia, and The Islands. Within each of the main regions,
he looks at the various sub-regions and further breaks it down by detailing average rainfal, atitude at which the
vineyards are grown, soil, climate, grape varieties (from major to minor) etc...If you read Radford's book, you get a
broader, more polished picture with history and gorgeous photographs. He too divides Spain into the main regions and
then looks at each areain context to the region and history. Radford includes information on viticulture but hisfocusis
on making the area more comprehensive in terms of illustration and overview. Jeffs, without the use of photography
(there are plenty of maps though), provides the details that bog down narratives. Radford you can read cover to cover
asif exploring each area one-by-one. Jeffsis the book you look for in need of reference. It is more like an almanac. He
too provides history and a bit more detail when discussing the bodegas. In Radford you get afew notes on the bodegas
in Spain. In Jeffs, he provides more information and more detail.My one gripe with Jeffs is that when you want to ook
for aspecific DO in the book, like Terra Altafor example, there is no actual page number on the table of contents
referring you to the DO. Y ou basically have to go to Catalonia and then search page by page until you find it. Either
that or go to the index to find the page numbers which is equally inconvenient. There are also some other typos and
little mistakes. The North islisted on the Contents page as being on page 112 when really it is page 197. Small, just
little bumpy hassles that need mending. Otherwise this book is full of enough information to make this reference book
amust have for wine and Spanish wine lovers.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Literate, useful and
wiseBy Lynn Hoffman, author:Radiation Days: A ComedyThisis an eminently readable book that's especially
important these days as Spanish wines increase their market share due to their great value/priceratio. (You get alot of
wine for your euro-battered dollar). Jeffsis agood writer, his prose is lucid and his take on the subject isinteresting. |
have also found his tasting notes to be reliable.lt is true that the maps are below the standard that has been set in other
wine books, but let us consider that a minor flaw like Barabara Walters' lisp or Steve Carlton's lack of amove to first
base. Take your copy to the wine shop and you'll save the cover price on the first trip.Lynn Hoffman authorThe New
Short Course in Wine0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. All of it!By FriesThough thisis a bit dated, it
is good tto see the past. Spain is one of the main wine producing countries and has a great diversity of soil, wines and
styles. Jeffs goes into all the appellations and outlines their history, wines and notable producers. | learned a
tremendous amount! and Jeffs is a fantastic writer and very knowledgeable. Also alot of technical information for the
geeks!

Once internationally renowned only for Sherry and Rioja, Spain has in recent years come to be known for fine wines
produced in Costers del Segre, Navarra, Penedes, Priorato, Riberadel Duero, Rias Baijas, Somontano and many other
regions. Based on two years travel all over the country, researching the wines as well astasting all those the author
could find on the United Kingdom market, thisis an account of vineyardsin remote places, and their produce.

About the AuthorJulian Jeffs is the author of Sherry and The Wines of Europe. He livesin Berkshire, England.



