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Danielle Kwatinetz Wood : The UnCollege Alternative: Your Guide to Incredible Careers and Amazing 
Adventures Outside College  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The UnCollege Alternative: Your Guide to Incredible Careers and Amazing Adventures Outside College: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Many College Alternatives in HereBy QuuThe book gives you 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060393084


things you can do besides college, for example, Americorps, Cruise ships, Military, teaching English in Japan etc. It 
also gives information on how to join and sometimes a description of what it's like to do it. Recommended by me for 
young adults and for people who are just looking for something to do. Furthermore, if you are deciding to go to 
college or are in college, check out martynemko.com Education Training and just read some of his articles as well as 
The Uncollege Alternative. They are worth the time. God Bless!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
fantastic compendium of non-traditional and tradtional resourcesBy MiriamI bought this book for my 22 year old 
sister. She's not a fan of school, but loves to learn new things. She's also completely undecided on a career or on her 
next move. In this economy, that's really a recipe for stagnation and frustration. So, I checked this book out of the 
library to preview it for her and loved it so much that I bought it. It details lots of options that one rarely hears about 
(working on a co-op, specific non-profits/NGO's to work with), as well as reviewing the more traditional non-college 
options (military, Americorp, etc). It's extremely casual in tone, non-threatening, up-beat, and very "Can-Do". It 
emphasizes non-college options that still provide you with a way to live (e.g., eat and have a roof over your head). It 
also provides specific websites and other resources for following up on its recommendations. I highly recommend this 
book for its innovation, variety, and it's enthusiastic embrace of "thinking outside the box." (And yes, my sister is in 
the process of reading it and has said that she loves it).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good book. 
My teen likes it so farBy OultonGood book. My teen likes it so far.

Think College is the Only Path to Success? Think Again!Want to think out of the box? Want to change your 
perspective on your future? Feeling ambivalent about going to college and going into debt? Then join the world of 
alternative thinking, risk-taking, adventure seeking, and change. Join the Uncollege revolution and learn that you can 
create a profitable, exciting, creative, and amazingly successful future without a college degree.Whether you're a high 
school student considering your next step, a college student seeking change, or even a college graduate looking for 
creative alternatives to the conventional path, this is up-to-date guide will provide a wealth of life-changing ideas and 
resources, including advice on: Great careers without a college degree Taking time off before or during college 
Opportunities for adventures around the world Internships, apprenticeships, and training programs Community service 
projects that pay Starting your own businessYou are living the most exciting time in history! Seize the day! Take the 
Uncollege Alternative!

From Library JournalWood's engaging debut is part pep talk and part advice manual for those who want to skip 
college either temporarily or permanently. Although Wood doesn't cite the statistics she uses to argue that a liberal arts 
degree is not necessary in today's job market, she does make a compelling caseDespecially in the first section, which 
includes short self-tests designed to help readers determine what career to pursue. The next three sections contain 
descriptions of specific occupations one can investigate domestically and abroad. These range from temporary 
internships on organic farms and entry-level positions at Hollywood talent agencies to careers in adventure travel. 
Though realistic about job demands and employment prospects, Wood is at times not as informative as necessary: for 
example, when she discusses applying to Cogswell Polytechnic College or the Culinary Institute of America, she fails 
to indicate how competitive admission really is. She does, however, give specific contact information and provide the 
reader with a number of money-earning ideas. Her casual tone will appeal to readers in their late teens and early 
twenties. Recommended for all public libraries.DCheryl Van Til, Kent Dist. Lib., Comstock Park, MI Copyright 2000 
Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorDanielle Wood lives in San Francisco. Although she went to college, 
she's taken a lot of her own advice: she was an apprentice, an intern, a voracious traveler, and a self-proclaimed 
dabbler before trying her hand at writing. She's currently at work on her second book.Excerpt. Reprinted by 
permission. All rights reserved.Chapter 1Just the Facts:What Your Guidance Counselor Isn't Telling You About 
CollegeYou can do a lot of things if you don't know you can't.-- Sam Brownback, U.S. CongressmanYou had about 
ten years of bliss. From six to sixteen almost no one asked you what you wanted to be when you grew up. Junior year 
of high school hits and whammo! Suddenly you're supposed to have all the answers. And you don't, do you?Well 
frankly, if you did it would be a miracle. At sixteen it's doubtful that your work experience extends beyond the local 
mall. The truth is, it's a rare person who's sure what they want to do with their life at age thirty, let alone thirteen.OK, 
so here's the problem. Just because you don't know what you should do with your life doesn't mean no one else does. 
We're talking parents, grandparents, guidance counselors, the mailman . . . everybody's got an opinion. Unfortunately, 
your uncertainty makes you a prime target--you might as well be wearing a sandwich sign scrawled Please Advise. In 
other people's eyes, you're like a fresh lump of clay, waiting to be molded. Your Uncle Morris wants you to be a 
lawyer. Your mom tries to convince you that accounting is making a comeback. Plastics, your neighbor winks.And 
then it comes, like a life preserver thrown over the edge of a sinking ship . . . the college option. Four heavenly years 
of keg parties and career postponement. A sticker from the college of your choice slapped onto the bumper of your 
proud parents' car.There's no doubt about it. In this day and age, going straight to college is the obvious choice. So 
obvious, in fact, that few people consider doing otherwise. Before I shatter your illusions, let's get one thing straight--
this book isn't meant to convince you that college is a waste of time. I spent four years behind university walls and I 



don't regret it for a minute. What this book is meant to do is open your mind to a sea of options you may never have 
considered, so convinced were you that college was the only ride down the rainbow to the pot of gold. Let me throw a 
curveball your way--you can succeed in life without a college degree. Almost 20 percent of this year's Fortune 400 
Richest People did.History LessonHeading straight to college may seem like a given now, but this wasn't the case for 
most of the century. Before World War II, only one in six Americans went on to college. Then along came a little 
thing called the GI Bill, meant to make it possible for former soldiers to get an education. Suddenly the college gates 
were thrown open and the stampede began. It's only in the past fifty years that college was transformed from the 
exception to the rule. Since the end of World War II, the number of entering freshmen has shot up from 15 to 65 
percent. College is being touted as the new necessity.Which would be fine if it were true. News flash: 70 percent of all 
jobs in the United States only require alternative education and on-the-job training. Don't get me wrong. I'm in no way 
trying to say that college is useless. Higher education is a wonderful thing. But be aware that it's also a two-hundred-
billion-dollar industry. It's no accident that the national opinion about the necessity of a college degree has changed--
it's the result of years of hard-core marketing.Never before have so many students been told that college is the way to 
go. A study by the U.S. Department of Education showed that a whopping 65 percent of 1990's high school 
sophomores reported being told by their guidance counselors that they should apply to college--twice as many as in 
1980. Even students who scored in the lowest quarter of their high school class were being pressured to apply--never 
mind the fact that they showed little interest in hitting the books.The Big LieWhen I was a kid, my mom would never 
make me peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. She told me I didn't like them. I grew up eating peanut butter sandwiches 
and jelly sandwiches, but never mixing the two. Truth is, I didn't try a peanut butter and jelly sandwich until I was 
about twenty. Strangely enough, I loved it. All those years my mom had told me that I hated PBJ. And I believed her. 
Turns out it was my mother who hated it, not me. I had been subtly brainwashed . . . So big deal. I ate tuna fish. In this 
particular case, the consequences weren't drastic. But college is another story. All across America, high school 
students are being told that college is their admission ticket to life, as if their diploma will pave the road to certain 
success. The truth is that there are more college graduates than there are jobs that require a degree. According to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, there were 28,983,000 college graduates in the labor force in 1990. Twenty percent of them 
were underemployed--working in jobs that didn't require a degree. And despite the contention that college will land 
you a fat little paycheck, statistics from the Bureau show that more than one fifth of college graduates earn less than 
$23,317--the median for kids with no more than a high school diploma. It's true that college opens doors for a lot of 
people. But be aware that each year a large chunk of college kids graduate and wind up working behind the same 
Starbuck's counter as their GED brethren.This isn't meant to depress... 


