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Walter von Erhardt, Erich Gtz, Nils Bdeker, Siegmund Seybold : The Timber Press Dictionary of Plant Names 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Timber Press 
Dictionary of Plant Names: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Something for every botanical studies bookshelfBy Midwest Book 
ReviewEarth is a varied planet with countless species of plant and we're finding new species everyday. The 
collaborative work of Walter von Erhardt, Rich Gotz, Nils Bodeker, and Siegmund Seybold, "The Timber Press 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1604691158


Dictionary of Plant Names: Entries For More Than 20,000 Plants" is a guide to the countless plant names all over the 
world with a bit of information on each of them, including their names in many major languages as well as their 
location, toxicity, season, and more. A strong resource in helping to classify plants, "The Timber Press Dictionary of 
Plant Names" is something for every botanical studies bookshelf.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy dangerous64Fantastic book, great price!2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A very good 
summaryBy David G. SpoerkeI am writing a similar text and wanted to see how this compares. It is quite complete, a 
bit technical for a starting next, but bet that then incomplete. If you are interested in plant names and origins this is 
your text - until mine comes out!

The Timber Press Dictionary of Plant Names is the only reference available in English with the current names of 
thousands of plants found in gardens and the wild. Based in science and valuable to botanists, horticulturists, 
agronomists, and foresters who must work with plants on a daily basis, it is also useful for advanced gardeners who 
seek accurate and precise information on the plants they grow. Includes the English, French, and German common 
names for most of the 20,000 plants described. More than 10,000 synonyms are also included. The level of detail in 
each entry is without parallel: Type of plant Life cycle Geographic distribution Growing habit Foliage type Cold-
hardiness (using USDA hardiness zones) Flowering time Garden habitat Botanical author Medicinal or toxic 
properties Cut flower use and/or decorative fruits Fragrance value Endangered protection under CITES Vernacular 
name in up to three languages, with cross-references to Latin names

From BooklistFirst published in 1927, the Zander Handwrterbuch der Pflanzennamen was built on the work of Robert 
Zander (18921969), with revisions over the years. The Timber Press volume is based on the eighteenth edition (2008), 
revised for English speakers. There are many dictionaries of plants and plant names, each with a particular approach 
and purpose. This dictionary has unique characteristics and utility. While reminding users that there may be no 
absolute right or wrong in classifying and naming plants, the dictionary follows the guidelines of the International 
Code of Botanical Nomenclature. The extensive coding system, which enables a vast amount of information for each 
entry, is described in the introductory section along with history of the original publication, information about 
botanical nomenclature, pronunciation guides, and a summary of plant systematics. The bulk of the volume is the 
Alphabetical Overview of Genera and Species. Users will want to refer to the Key to Alphabetical Overview as they 
use the dictionary. Entries for each genus may have up to 22 fields, among them family, winter hardiness zone, 
flowering time, and distribution. Many of the fields use abbreviations along with symbols for type of plant, medicinal 
properties, toxicity, endangered-species status, and more, all within a very compact space. Among the special features 
are fields for the English, French, and German genus and common names, if they exist. In addition, there are three 
chapters listing English vernacular or common names, French plant names, and German plant names. Another chapter 
contains brief information about plant-name authors, whose names are abbreviated in the entries. The extensive 
bibliography will guide users to both general and highly specialized information sources. The volume ends with three 
maps referring to the geographic distribution codes in the key. Recommended for botany and gardening collections. --
Linda Scarth Useful on the desk of professional botanists, horticulturists, and dedicated gardeners as well. American 
Reference Books Annual 


