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Mary Dobson : The Story of Medicine: From Bloodletting to Biotechnology  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Story of Medicine: From Bloodletting to 
Biotechnology: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Medicine's Surprise JourneyBy William and Helen 
WorthingtonVery interesting. Had wished for more illustrations, but a good history of medicine, especially for one 
who might want to read about the background of this field of endeavor.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy anthony asburyGood Job !6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Informative, 
readable history of medicineBy E. JakseticThis is an interesting and informative history of medicine from ancient 
times to the present, with numerous illustrations that complement the text very well. The book does a good job of 
providing an overview of the significant persons and events associated with the history of medicine, and gives a 
balanced picture of the successes and failures of medicine throughout history. The book has a two-page time line of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1623650585


medical history that summaries key periods and events in medical history, as well as a brief section that identifies 
additional publications that can be pursued by readers interested in medical history.The book is written by a historian, 
in a very readable style that is suitable for the general public and does not require a reader to have any particular 
knowledge or training in medicine or medical history. I strongly recommend the book to anyone interested in an 
introduction to the history of medicine. Also, this would be a good reference book for libraries other than those with a 
medical school. Readers interested in a detailed or technical history of medicine should look at other books.Readers 
interested in this book may wish to consider also taking a look at F. Gonzalez-Crussi, A Short History of Medicine 
(Modern Library Chronicles), Tom Koch, Cartographies of Disease: Maps, Mapping, and Medicine, and Morton A. 
Meyers,Happy Accidents: Serendipity in Modern Medical Breakthroughs.

In The Story of Medicine, esteemed medical historian and author Mary Dobson charts the ways in which we have 
fought with disease and injury over several millennia--from the ??humors' of Hippocrates to Edward Jenner and the 
eradication of smallpox; from Florence Nightingale's nursing reforms to Crick and Watson's DNA chain. Beautifully 
realized with paintings, illustrations and photographs, this volume is filled with the trauma as well as the triumph of 
medical science: including the pain of the surgeon's knife in the centuries before anesthetics, the body-snatchers of the 
nineteenth century, and the realities of battlefield surgery. Moving and revealing, here is a fascinating study of the 
glorious--and sometimes dangerous--pursuit of medical science.

PRAISE FOR MARY DOBSON'S DISEASE"An amazing book...written in clear and concise chapters and free of 
scientific jargon."Western Daily PressAbout the AuthorMary Dobson is a graduate of Oxford University, where she is 
also an honorary member of Green College, and a Research Associate of the Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of 
Medicine at University College, London. In addition to her career as an author of books about medical history, she is 
an expert in the history of tropical and infectious diseases, with a particular interest in the relationships between 
disease and environment. Dobson lives in London. 


