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From Abbeville Press : The Spiritual in Art: Abstract Painting 1890-1985  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Spiritual in Art: Abstract Painting 1890-1985: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Essential for any painting studentBy MariaI would say this is 
probably an essential source for any painting student, as I've gained so much from it already. Wonderful essays and 
drawings from the turn of the century onward. The stereotypes of Abstract Painting are questioned in a natural and 
convincing way. Very refreshing. Get the hardcover. Totally worth it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent. If you're even remotely interested I would pick ...By Brendan L.Excellent. If you're even remotely 
interested I would pick it up and explore the art in here. The writing in it is fantastic.3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. The text book for spiritual artBy Martin LeidermanThis LACMA catalog is a text book for spiritual art 
and a must for student of symbology, metaphysics and theosophy.

The seventeen essays in this provocative book provide a radical rethinking of abstraction, from the Symbolism that 
prefigured abstract art through the current manifestations of spiritual content in American and European painting.

From Library JournalBy demonstrating the huge impact of mysticism and the occult on 20th-century artists from 
Gauguin to Pollack, Mondrian to O'Keefe, this work effectively refutes the popular fallacy that modernism is 
concerned solely with line, form, and color. Further, as it examines modernism's complex philosophical origins, it 
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demonstrates that without such impact, abstract art as we know it would not have emerged at all. Seventeen essays, all 
by distinguished scholars, treat topics as diverse as synesthesia, theosophy, alchemy, hermeticism, Yoga, and Zen, and 
several overlooked or forgotten artists are given serious consideration. This work, the catalog for an exhibit mounted 
by the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, belongs in every serious art library.Mary Hamel-Schwulst, Art Dept., 
Goucher Coll., Towson, Md.Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


