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THE HISTORY OF CANT, OR THE SECRET LANGUAGE OF VAGABONDS. CANT and SLA~G are universal 
and world-wide. Nearly every nation on the face of the globe, polite and barbarous, may be divided into two portions, 
the stationary and the wandering, the civilised and the uncivilised, the respectable and the scoundrel,-those who have 
fixed abodes and [Lvail themselves of the refinements of civilisation, and those who go from place to place picking up 
a precarious livelihood by petty sales, begging, or theft. This peculiarity is to be observed amongst the heathen tribes 
of the southern hemisphere, as well as in the oldest and most refined countries of Europe. As :ilI[Lyhew very 
pertinently rem[Lrks, " It would appe[Lr, that not only are all races divisible into wanderers and settlers, but that each 
civilised or settled tribe has generally some wandering horde intermingled with and in a measure preying upon it." In 
South Africa, the naked and miserable Hottentots are pestered by tTable of Contents CONTENTS; THE HISTORY 
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