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From Thomas Y. Crowell : The Readers Encyclopedia - An Encyclopedia of World Literature and the Arts 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Readers 
Encyclopedia - An Encyclopedia of World Literature and the Arts: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. William Rose BenetBy #1The bookseller conservatively rated the 
condition of the set, and I was not disappointed. I'd recommend the one-volume edition from the 1960's over the four-
volume one from 1948. While the former is fairly massive, each of the four volumes of the latter is rather thin. 
William Rose Benet was, I believe, the brother of Stephen Vincent Benet, the once-famous author of poetic epics such 
as "John Brown's Body" and "Western Star." I wonder how likely it is that a new work such as William Benet's will 
ever again appear in print, in view of the existence of Wikipedia, etc. While a work from the 1960's would be expected 
to lack many desired entries, the "Reader's Encyclopedia"--appreciated for what it does contain rather than for what it 
does not--is a useful work. It does for literature, perhaps, what the "Columbia Encyclopedia" does for "general 
knowledge."0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy E. A. BatesA++. Thank you!0 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. presentBy Frederick W. CaspersenGave to wife. She likes it.

Here is the classic reference on world literature--the only encyclopedia on the subject in one volume. A must for every 
book lover. With thousands of information-packed entries alphabetically arranged and extensively cross-referenced. 
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