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American colonia literature, it needs but small imagination to carry one back into the low-ceiled kitchen, with its great
broad fire-place, around which the whole family nightly gathered, seated on settles whose high backs but ill shut off
the cold drafts that entered at doors, win dows, and the chinksin the logs or clab-boards, their only light the fitful
flame of the great foreand back-logs, eked out perhaps by a pineknot, or in more pretentious households by atallow-
dip, suspended in itsiron holder by a hook in the mantel, the mother and daughters knitting, spinning, or skeining,
with an eye on the youngsters ;.(Typographical errors above are due to OCR software and don't occur in the
book.)About the Publisher Forgotten Booksis a publisher of historical writings, such as: Philosophy, Classics,
Science, Religion, History, Folklore and Mythol ogy.Forgotten Books' Classic Reprint Series utilizes the latest
technology to regenerate facsimiles of historically important writings. Careful attention has been made to accurately
preserve the original format of each page whilst digitally enhancing the aged text. Read books online for free at
www.forgottenbooks.org

About the AuthorBenjamin Franklin (1706-1790) was one of America's most influential Founding Fathers. He was an
author, printer, politician, postmaster, scientist, musician, inventor, statesman, and diplomat. Franklin invented the
lightning rod, the Franklin stove, a carriage odometer, and bifocals. He served as President of Pennsylvania (which
would be Governor today), United States Minister to France, United States Minister to Sweden, and United States
Postmaster General. At 70, he was the oldest signer of the Declaration of Independence. He was a publisher; most
famously of Poor Richard's Almanack, which was published from 1732 to 1757. He charted the Gulf Stream in 1770,
devel oped meteorol ogical theories, and, in aletter dated 1772, laid out the earliest known description of aPro Con list.
Franklin played the violin, harp, and guitar, and was the first chess player known by name in the American colonies.
He created one of the first volunteer firefighting companiesin America, was instumental in the founding of the
University of Pennsylvania, and founded the American Philosophical Society. Franklin biographer Walter 1saacson
calls him "the most accomplished American of his age and the most influential in inventing the type of society
Americawould become.”



