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Paul Lauter : The Heath Anthology of American Literature, Concise Edition before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Heath Anthology of American Literature, Concise
Edition:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The best English anthology yet, in aform easy to carryBy Bud
Mckechnielt's the best anthology I've seen in 50 years. It has detailed explanations of all the literary areas it covers,
and sample student essays which greatly help freshmen transitioning from high school to college. The 13th editionisa
dlight but not a significant improvement. | have bought several copiesto lend to students still waiting for theirs to
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arrive. Be sure to get the portabl e edition, which divides the heavy hard cover book into four paperback books which
will save your arm by carrying far less weight to the classroom. These editors make it easy to learn and easy to teach
Freshman English, which | have done for ten years. Rental is cheaper, but thisis a book you will want to keep.7 of 7
people found the following review helpful. A very good and thorough textbook.By HelpfileThis textbook gives deep
coverage to the areas of short fiction, drama, and poetry. It contains an astounding amount of information. There are
quite a number of full stories, poems, and plays--although | have not counted, | would say that the number could be
approaching 1000.The authors have done a great job in selecting writings to illustrate concepts. All of the selected
writings are good, in the objective sense--they contain deep meaning. Of course, personal taste is subjective, and my
experience was that some of the writings were thoroughly enjoyable, and none were quite intolerable. There are also
guestions after pieces of literature to help the reader achieve more insight than they might of their own devices, small
sections that offer tips on writing, light biographies and case studies of various authors. Throughout the course | have
made lists of various authors | found to be particularly interesting, for further reading on my own time.This singular
textbook was, for the purpose of my class, equivalent to a boxed set which contains each of the treated topicsin a
separate book. The page numbers corresponded exactly to those of the books in the boxed set. | saved a good bit of
money in purchasing this, and | much prefer asingle textbook to a clumsy boxed set.l like this textbook enough that
now that my classis done, | am still considering whether to keep it for independent learning or sell it to recoup some
of the cost.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great for professional teaching library! By anal was
required to have the 5th edition of this book for one of my education classes. | didn't want to buy it though, so |
checked THIS edition out of the library. After reading it | realized | actually did want to buy it, because it has alot of
book lists and recommendations that | thought would be useful for my future teaching library. However, a 6th edition
of this book was recently released, so | didn't want to buy the 5th edition for $80 when | KNEW that soon it would be
worth almost nothing, so | bought this edition instead because it was less than $4!Also, | checked the page numbers up
to the ones my professor cited for certain chapters, and the difference is very minimal. About 5-6 page difference. |
also had no trouble finding the information my professor expected me to know, as everything that she was going off of
in the 5th edition is also in this edition. | imagine the only real difference isthat the newer editions have more up-to
date book lists.I would recommend this book to anyone in the teaching profession though because it has SO many
book recommendations and very useful information in general.

This new anthology brings the expansive, inclusive approach of the two-volume Hesath to the single-volume format.
While other one-volume texts continue to anthol ogize primarily canonical works, the new Heath Concise offers afresh
perspective for the course, based on the successful hallmarks of the two-volume set.

About the AuthorPaul Lauter isthe Smith Professor of Literature at Trinity College. He has served as president of the
American Studies Association and isamajor figure in the revision of the American literary canon.



