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Taeko Kamiya : The Handbook of Japanese Verbs (Kodansha Dictionary)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Handbook of Japanese Verbs (Kodansha Dictionary): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. So many great grammar books from Kodansha and Kamiya!By 
Enigma WangGreat book! I wish there was a kindle version too! I would totally buy it! One with OCR so I can search 
the books for words while I am practicing grammar in daily life. Until then, I'm going to buy my own scanner so I can 
scan all of my grammar books for various languages and have them all with me and searchable when I am out in the 
field practicing these languages.Love this book! Thank you! :) I have too many books to carry with me! GET 
KINDLE! :) Until then I'll scan it myself! THANKS!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1568364849


reference bookBy CarolineI've been studying Japanese for 4 years now and this is probably the most helpful book on 
Japanese grammar I've ever bought! While there are practice sections for each grammar pattern, I would not 
recommend this book for someone who is just beginning Japanese. However, as a supplement for students who have 
already been studying the language and want to take their writing and reading to the next level, this product is a must 
have.The sentence pattern index in the back is just amazingly helpful. You can look things up by either the Japanese 
conjugation or the English equivalent - both things that are necessary for a book to really be helpful for reading and 
writing, as I can easily look something up. It is also really nice to be able to just look up a conjugation, especially "Te-
form" and be able to see ALL of the grammar patterns that go with it.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
very useful adunct to a typical textbookBy CustomerI had a couple of years classroom study in Japanese, many years 
ago, and have been learning on my own for the last year. This book, and Kamiya's other manual on pattern sentences, 
have been useful especially as integrative works that bring together lots of scattered information approached 
differently in textbooks. I think it would be less successful as a first-learning tool, but I'm not in a position to judge. 
The verb handbook is a very nice reference and summary of verb groups and conjugations, and clarifies the systems by 
which the various forms are derived. Short exercises with answers let you know whether you've really "got it".

From the very earliest stages of study until far into the intermediate level, students of the Japanese language are 
continually scratching their heads over the usage of verbs. It is no wonder that they should feel the need for a solid 
reference book, one they can continually turn to throughout their studying careers. The Handbook of Japanese Verbs is 
just that book.The Introduction takes the first step toward comprehension by pointing out the features of Japanese 
verbs that stand in contrast to their English counterparts, such as tense, politeness level, auxiliaries, and transitive and 
intransitive forms.Part 1 shows through tables and concise commentary how Japanese verbs are categorized, 
conjugated, and combined with auxiliaries. Each form is followed by a short exercise, reinforcing the points just 
made.Part 2 takes up the forms described in the first part and shows how they function in full-fledged sentences. Each 
discussion is followed by examples and exercises, ensuring that the student has understood the forms under 
discussion.In the appendices, the student is offered a number of look-up methods, including an English-Japanese verb 
dictionary. This completes the apparatus necessary for a solid handbook on Japanese verbs, a book students can rely 
on for many years to come

About the AuthorTAEKO KAMIYA received a BA for Doshisha Women's College (Kyoto) and MAs from the 
University of San Francisco in education and from the Monterey Institute of International Studies in linguistics. She 
taught Japanese for twenty-five years at the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California. Among her 
publications are Speak Japanese Today (1989), Japanese for Fun: Make Your Stay in Japan More Enjoyable (1990), 
Tuttle New Dictionary on Loanwords in Japanese (1994), Subject-Grouped 1016 Kanji in Context (1997), and 
Japanese Particle Workbook (1998).Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Preface In order to master a 
foreign language, it is crucial for students to acquire a solid knowledge of its verbs and their usage. Japanese is no 
exception. Japanese verbs are often said to be difficult and complicated and hard to learn. That is not true. In fact, they 
are simple and less complicated to learn than those of many other languages. Unlike some European languages, you do 
not have to memorize different forms to indicate the number or person or gender of the subject of the sentence. The 
verb kaku, for instance, could mean I/we write, you (sing./ pl.) write, he/she/it writes or they write. Moreover, 
Japanese verbs are highly regular in the way they make their forms. Once you grasp certain rules for making such 
forms as the negative, conjunctive, conditional forms, etc., you will be able to apply these rules to almost any verbs. 
The purpose of this book is to describe in detail not only how Japanese verbs conjugate, but how you should use the 
verb forms in connection with sentence structures. The book is divided into two parts. Part I deals with the 
conjugations of the three types of verbs--regular I, regular II and irregular verbs, as well as copulas (be-verbs) and 
auxiliaries. A conjugation practice follows the description of a verb or a group of verbs. Part II deals with the usage of 
various verb forms. Each usage is illustrated with example sentences, and exercises are provided every few lessons to 
allow you to test your understanding. I do hope that this book will prove to be helpful--you will discover how simple 
and easy conjugating and using Japanese verbs can be. 


