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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. If you're looking for a history book on pickups you're ...By MeIf 
you're looking for a history book on pickups you're in luck. I learned a lot about the origin of pickups and the more 
famous vintage designs. Unfortunately the book is a bit lacking in any type of "how to" information on pickup design, 
which is ironic considering the title is "the Guitar Pickup Handbook." It's also almost completely devoid of any 
information on modern (e.g. after 1965) pickups. Every single audio track (36 in total) is from a vintage ('50-'64) 
pickup playing quasi-bluesy early rock riffs. Not a single rhythm track either. It is important to appreciate music from 
this time period, but my tastes are definitely not confined to this 15 year window. For some this will be a home run, 
but for the average guitarist or music fan this will be a swing and a miss.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Great for any guitaristBy Gary 0765I've always wanted to get into making my own pickups but had little 
knowledge on the history, and the what does what and why factor. This book gives that information and more. There's 
interviews with the designers coming straight from the source! The book discusses the history and if you read tech, 
there's plenty of it , and detail on how it affects tone! I can honestly walk away after reading this with enough 
information to design my own custom set!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This was indeed a great 
book.By Bill TurnerThis was indeed a great book....but he missed listing most of Gibson's great pickups, while 
overloading us on everything made by DiMarzio...

For every electric guitarist, a book that goes right to the source of the sound! The pick-up may be a humble piece of 
technology, yet without it there would be no electric guitars. In The Guitar Pick-Ups Handbook, guitarist and author 
Dave Hunter explores the history of the transducer that captures mechanical vibrations, from its beginnings in the early 
20th-century through to the present day. He explains why different designs affect the sound of classic electric guitars, 
and provides complementary aural demonstrations on a specially recorded accompanying CD.

About the AuthorDave Hunter is a leading guitar writer and a musician. His books include Totally Guitar, Guitar 
effects Pedals and Guitar Rigs. 


