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and Their Influence  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
The Gift of Music (Expanded and Revised, 3rd Edition): Great Composers and Their Influence: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Primer of 'Best' Composer (great for ages 11 and up)By 
L.S.This is a great primer for folks age 11 and up on the world's best composers. There are so many books on this 
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topic, that it's difficult to narrow in on a comprehensive one that won't put your children to sleep (seriously). These are 
short chapters, that are packed with interesting details that makes the composers and their lives memorable. Not a 
chore! A good read. Our sons read this over a three month period of time, and seemed to retain a fair amount of 
biographical info on their favorite composers. That's pretty much what we were looking for from the text. I'd highly 
recommend this because we have borrowed books, and purchased other books about the various composers - and 
honestly this is the best by far.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great Book!By William J. SkabelundI 
bought this book to help inform other women about composers for our church. It is basic enough that anyone can get a 
brief history of the composer. It also gives a background though on the composers and their relationship to God. The 
Author did a great job though in making the composers real. There was something about each one that I could relate to 
in my own life.It is laid out chronologically by birthdate of the composer. It also gives a list of music that will help 
you get more of a feel for what that composers music sounded like.I had many women ask me about the book after I 
did the first "lesson" from it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Balanced views of composers-buy it 
new as you will use it oftenBy Deanna PeckWe are using this book as part of our homeschooling education and are 
very pleased with it. My daughter plays the piano and harp and wanted to learn specifically about Mendelssohn as she 
would like to play one of his pieces on the harp some day. We had trouble finding a book that had balanced 
information about the composers that wasn't riddled with non facts (fanciful musings!) or on the other hand way way 
deep in the muck of the composers lives. I honestly have not read the book, but do know that my daughter found this 
book to be PERFECT, I can only suppose by perusing it that it is written at an upper high school /college level.It's way 
worth the investment for my family to buy this new as I know we will be using it often.

One of the finest achievements of Western culture is its brilliant heritage of classical music. A Gift of Music looks at 
the lives of the greatest composers who have given us this heritage, and especially at how their music was shaped by 
their beliefs. The result is a remarkable and inspiring book, showing the importance of Christian faith for many 
composers, and the effect of this upon their music. But it also shows how the lack of faith has brought profound 
change in the meaning and form of contemporary music. Thus A Gift of Music seeks to open up a whole new world of 
musicto encourage listening to the finest compositions with new understanding and pleasure, and to stretch our ears 
and imaginations. It is a book which will be greatly appreciated by those who already love classical music, and by 
others who want to explore this delightful world for the first time.
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