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The Editors of Gallaudet University Press, Jean M. Gordon : The Gallaudet Childrens Dictionary of American 
Sign Language  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Gallaudet Childrens Dictionary of American Sign Language: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. INTERPRETER APPROVED! GREAT BABY SHOWER GIFTBy 
L. MissAs an interpreter myself (fluent in ASL English) and having grown up in a family of Hearing, Deaf, Hard-of-
Hearing, and Deaf-Blind people, I can say that this book gets my seal of approval. I give this routinely as a baby 
shower gift.WHY I LIKE IT:As a product of the world's only Deaf University their publishing affiliate, it is a 
trustworthy resource to find CORRECT and reliable sign vocabulary. It also comes with a free DVD of video showing 
EVERY sign that's within the book; considering the language is a visual one in which the drawings are not always 
sufficiently clear, such video is vital (and googling the word when you don't know the language could lead you to 
signing very incorrect things, thus the source reliability here is so key). Additionally, you're supporting Deaf people, 
their culture, their university by buying these materials versus someone who potentially learned second-hand, has no 
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knowledge of Deaf Culture, may know very little about the roots of the language which sadly many "baby sign" books 
for within this category.Best of luck and any further material by Gallaudet Press or Dawn Sign Press (an unrelated but 
equally reliable Deaf ASL only content publisher) would be highly recommended by me over others.7 of 7 people 
found the following review helpful. a LIFESAVER!By Curtis A. CecilAs a parent of two deaf children who were 
adopted we have been looking for ways to teach them ASL. The issue is many of them a based on prior learning. Our 
two adopted children had received NO learning in their home country. Everything was new... Colors, Numbers, Fruit 
names etc...This book was what we were needing! I highly recommend this for EVERYONE who is interested in 
learning or teaching ASL!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Check out the book trailer it features 
twelve children ...By Chu Wai DaiCheck out the book trailer it features twelve children doing 12 commonly used 
words, plus 4 adults applying them to sentences. They are from the fabulous DVD that comes with the Dictionary! See 
it here:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqnpZ1jFLSwHere's the embed code:

* Featuring more than 1,000 ASL sign drawings

From School Library JournalK-Gr 4This long-anticipated and colorfully designed reference work is the first 
comprehensive American Sign Language dictionary for children published to date. It boasts more than 1,000 signs and 
includes a searchable DVD, which features young native signers demonstrating each sign and 150 of the practice 
sentences. Each entry takes up a third of a page and includes the word in bold red. Arranged alphabetically, the words 
are searchable with a thumb guide and represent a combination of sight words, familiar words, and words relating to 
animals, major holidays, sports, and school. An important aspect for both Deaf and hearing students are the synonyms 
listed directly underneath many entries. Since one sign stands for a variety of synonyms, this will help learners 
develop vocabulary. For example, under the term fake, readers will find the words imposter, pseudo, artificial, and 
counterfeit. A watercolor illustration humorously depicts the word and is accompanied by a corresponding sentence. 
The signs are clearly illustrated in black-and-white line drawings of children. The hands and forearms are in bold, 
resulting in a very clear picture of how to form the sign. Tips about ASL and Deaf culture and etiquette take the place 
of a word now and then in "Now You Know" boxes. The comprehensive introduction relays important information 
about ASL, including regional differences, and explains the arrows used to depict the motions of the signs. Highly 
recommended.Sara Lissa Paulson, The American Sign Language and English Lower School, New York City School 
Library Journal Starred Gordon, Jean M., ed.The Gallaudet Childrens Dictionary of American Sign Language.illus. by 
Debbie Tilley.384p.diag. index. w/DVD.Gallaudet Univ.2014.Tr$39.95.ISBN 9781563686313.K-Gr 4This long-
anticipated and colorfully designed reference work is the first comprehensive American Sign Language dictionary for 
children published to date. It boasts more than 1,000 signs and includes a searchable DVD, which features young 
native signers demonstrating each sign and 150 of the practice sentences. Each entry takes up a third of a page and 
includes the word in bold red. Arranged alphabetically, the words are searchable with a thumb guide and represent a 
combination of sight words, familiar words, and words relating to animals, major holidays, sports, and school. An 
important aspect for both Deaf and hearing students are the synonyms listed directly underneath many entries. Since 
one sign stands for a variety of synonyms, this will help learners develop vocabulary. For example, under the 
termfake, readers will find the words imposter,pseudo,artificial, andcounterfeit. A watercolor illustration humorously 
depicts the word and is accompanied by a corresponding sentence. The signs are clearly illustrated in black-and-white 
line drawings of children. The hands and forearms are in bold, resulting in a very clear picture of how to form the sign. 
Tips about ASL and Deaf culture and etiquette take the place of a word now and then in Now You Know boxes. The 
comprehensive introduction relays important information about ASL, including regional differences, and explains the 
arrows used to depict the motions of the signs. Highly recommended.Sara Lissa Paulson, The American Sign 
Language and English LowerSchool, New York City 


