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From NYU Press: The Field Day Anthology of LiteratureVols. IV and V: Irish Women's Writing and
Traditions (Vol 1V/V) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
The Field Day Anthology of Literature Vols. IV and V: Irish Women's Writing and Traditions (Vol IV/V):

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An essentia extension of the original Field Day AnthologyBy David
HaydenBy the time of the original Field Day Anthology of Irish Writing, Field Day had come to stand for avitaly
brave, visionary and complex reframing of Irishness which, under Seamus Deane's direction, had produced the deepest
collection of Irish writing ever published. Magnificent but deeply wanting in its coverage of Irish women's
writing.Understandably this caused great anger and disappointment. Fortunately for us all heat turned into light and
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Field Day's response was to commission this brilliant extension. Itsimpossible to underestimate its breadth and impact
on the way we understand Irish writing. But setting aside the cultural analysis, these volumes contain masses of -
previously inaccessible - great writing.Suffice to say, everyone who has the first three volumes needs to have these
two.

Choice Outstanding Academic Title 2003 "An extraordinary work of collaborative scholarship that succeeds spendidly
in providing 'a set of contexts for understanding how women have lived in Ireland." An essential purchase."Library
Journal "The result is two volumes which span nearly 15 centuries of Irish women and their cultural experiences.
Covering literature, journalism, history, and criticism, as well aslegal, medical, theological, and scientific writings, the
works often appear in both English and Irish. Other sections explore oral traditions, sexuality, religion and theology,
and contemporary writing."Irish America " Readers will be amazed at the breadth and depth of these selections, which
range from medieval to contemporary, from politicsto poetry. There is much of interest here for both the literary
specialist and the devotee of Irish literature. . . . Essential."CHOICE "A monumental and heroic work of collective
scholarship that will transform our understanding of the Irish literary tradition. Y es she said yes yes."Elaine Showalter,
Princeton University "The literary event of the year..."Caroline Walshe, Irish Times "These new volumes are a mighty
achievement: the texts and contexts of more than a thousand years of Irish women's writing brilliantly, abundantly
presented and comprehended. The editors have redefined the curriculum of studies." Seamus Heaney, Nobel Laureate
"The long-anticipated, two-volume publication of Field Day Anthology of Irish Writing: Irish Women's Writing and
Traditions will...redress the traditional exclusion of women's voices from Irish literature."Los Angeles Times "One
looks at these two huge volumes of women's writings and traditions and it's difficult not to suspect that this
compilation is not a monument to the culmination of the power and creativity of Irish women but rather asignal of
almost the beginning of it. It took invincibleness to produce the stories in these 3,200 pages and even to bring the
pages together." The New Y ork Times Eleven yearsin the making, harnessing the skills and expertise of dozens of
scholars, Irish Women's Writing and Traditions, Volumes |V and V of the Field Day Anthology of Irish Writingisa
true publishing landmark. It represents the most comprehensive volume of 1rish women's writing ever published,
including more than 900 female writers, from poets of the middle agesto contemporary writers whose work graces
international bestseller lists. Spanning a period from 600 AD to the end of the twentieth century, these two volumes
provide a unique resource for the study of Irish society from the perspective of Irish women's writing. This wide-
ranging, interdisciplinary work covers literature, journalism, history, and criticism, aswell aslegal, medical,
theological, and scientific writings, and includes sections on oral traditions, sexuality, religion and theology, and
contemporary writing. Within these pages, readers will find the work of both familiar and undiscovered or under-
appreciated writers, much of which is previously unpublished or translated from the Irish language for the first time.
There are extensive author biographies and bibliographies facilitating further reading and research. Both volumes are
fully cross-referencedincluding an index to first lines of poetrywith Volumes I-111, which focused on Irish men's
writing. An indispensable resource for scholars, students, and anyone interested in Irish culture, literature, history, or
politics. The publication of the final two volumes of the Field Day Anthology is a watershed moment in scholarship
and publishing.

"One looks at these two huge volumes of women's writings and traditions and it's difficult not to suspect that this
compilation is not a monument to the culmination of the power and creativity of Irish women but rather asignal of
almost the beginning of it. It took invincibleness to produce the stories in these 3,200 pages and even to bring the
pages together."-The New Y ork Times'An extraordinary work of collaborative scholarship that succeeds spendidly in
providing 'a set of contexts for understanding how women have lived in Ireland." An essential purchase."-Library
Journal" These new volumes are a mighty achievement: the texts and contexts of more than a thousand years of Irish
women's writing brilliantly, abundantly presented and comprehended. The editors have redefined the curriculum of
studies.", -Seamus Heaney,Nobel Laureate" The literary event of the year...", -Caroline Walshe,Irish Times'A
monumental and heroic work of collective scholarship that will transform our understanding of the Irish literary
tradition. Y es she said yes yes.", -Elaine Showalter,Princeton University" The long-anticipated, two-volume
publication of Field Day Anthology of Irish Writing: Irish Women's Writing and Traditions will...redress the
traditional exclusion of women's voices from Irish literature."-L os Angeles TimesAbout the AuthorThe team of editors
includes Angela Bourke, Mairn N Dhonneadha, Siobhan Kilfeather, Maria Luddy, Margaret MacCurtain, Geraldine
Meaney, Mary O'Dowd, and Clair Wills.



