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David Seidman, Paul Cleveland : The Essential Wilderness Navigator: How to Find Your Way in the Great 
Outdoors, Second Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Essential Wilderness Navigator: How to Find Your Way in the Great Outdoors, Second Edition: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Essential indeed. This is an example of how it should be doneBy 
zakleeriteBeen developing delivering training materials for many years. Mr. Seidman shows how it should be done. 
The first 20 pages are so engaging, it sent me off thinking about "bigger picture" ideas, beyond navigation. I'd ponder 
a few seconds, then (happily) re-read a certain passage to ensure it stuck. It seems each sentence was honed for 
maximum meaning with minimal words, and does so with an almost lyrical quality. Damn. Seidman Cleveland, the 
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beer's on me.If completely disinterested in the topic, I'd still enjoy this book. But I AM interested, and having read it 
cover to cover, I have learned first, how to THINK like a navigator, and second, to use tools and techniques to BE a 
navigator.Dining room table - covered in topo maps, a baseplate compass, and this book. I periodically go outside and 
plunge sticks in the ground and stare at shadows. Watch sun, moon, stars. Compass bearing, look for a transit. I'll let 
you discover for yourself "the foundation stone of all wayfinding" on page 11. :-) Can't wait to get out in the woods 
and do this for myself, and find engaging ways to share this with the kids we bring along on some trips.BTW, I bought 
another book on this topic at the same time, which I opened first. I'm betting that this "bible" on the topic is great, but 
the first 20 pages is of no value to the actual topic. I got antsy, went outside and did some chores, then came back and 
read Seidman's book and...(see above). I'll get back to that other book soon.4 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. I liked itBy AvidReaderI see other reviews here going bananas over issues I didn't spot. I read the book, went 
out to the middle of nowhere in the woods, and didn't get lost. The book was easy to read, author had fun tid bits, and 
in general it helped all over. I'm happy I bought it.I might mark it lower later, but for now it is a great beginner 
book.Edit: I have now read 3 full books on navigation, and chapters from a few "all around" books for wilderness 
survival. This one is the best. Does a passable job of GPS, Magnetic Fields around the earth, travel without map or 
compass, things that make a compass fail. This book does an exceptional job at teaching map and compass. Simply 
put, this book is the best.I encourage the authors to come out with a new addition, add 20 pages or so expanding on 
longitude/latitude, magnetic fields, travel without map and compass. This is such a great intro, the best so far. The only 
real con is the it doesn't have a lot of fun exercises like "Be expert with map and compass". Other than that small con, 
the rest is amazing. Again I encourage the authors to put out a third addition, they have a following and this really can 
be a one stop shop for everyone.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A lot of knowledge you should 
know is in this book.By Charles D.L. SmithDescriptive, thorough and well written. If you are looking to start 
adventuring off the beaten path and don't want to be up the creek without a paddle this is a must for you to own and 
really sit down and read carefully taking in all the knowledge you can from it as it covers more than one would expect. 
From compass reading, map reading to basic real time land reading, tips and processes. If it had anything more it 
would talk about edible and useful plants.

Now with full-color topographic maps and featuring the latest on electronic navigation, The Essential Wilderness 
Navigator is the clearest and most up-to-date route-finding primer available. Providing readers with exercises for 
developing a directional sixth sense, tips on mastering the art of map- and compass-reading, and comprehensive 
updates on a range of technological advances, this perennially popular guide is more indispensable than ever.


