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Richard Betts, Crystal English Sacca, Wendy MacNaughton : The Essential Scratch Sniff Guide to Becoming a 
Whiskey Know-It-All: Know Your Booze Before You Choose  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Essential Scratch Sniff Guide to Becoming a Whiskey Know-It-All: 
Know Your Booze Before You Choose: 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. I've drank glasses of whiskey longer than it took me to read this 
bookBy JimI don't know what I expected out of a scratch and sniff book about whiskey, but considering I finished 
reading/smelling the entire book in about 5 minutes, I guess I expected more. That said, the knowledge and 
presentation were top notch. This makes a great coffee table book and everyone who sees it flips through it with 
interest. I just wished there was more to it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Extremely Basic, would 
not recommend.By ParkerWhat I thought when I was getting when I ordered this book was a book that would help me 
identify different whiskey from their smell. That is NOT what this book is.Instead, this book has the following scratch 
and sniffs...- Corn (Kettle Corn)- Rye- Malt (Can't actually smell it in the book, unless it smells like cardboard)- 
Vanilla- Cinnamon- Toast (smells like wood)- Rasins/Prunes- Hazelnuts- Sandalwood- Caramel (99% sure this scratch 
and sniff was actually missing the sniff part)- Iodine/Ocean (smelled like soap)- Peat/Smoke- Cedar- Maple- Apple- 
HoneyIf you don't know what majority of those smell like, this might be the perfect book for you. However, if you're 
like me and you are looking for different scents of whiskey to broaden your knowledge, this is NOT the book you're 
looking for.Another disappointment is that it is printed like a child's book. What I mean by this is that it is on big thick 
board pages. Like cardboard, the kind of book your kid ends up chewing on. That is my fault for missing that it is a 
"Board Book". Just something to know before you order.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It's a fun 
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book you can readBy CustomerThis is a brief, helpful insight into whisk(e)y in its many forms. It's a fun book you can 
read, scratch, and sniff your way through in 15-30 minutes. Definitely helpful, the book has pleasing aesthetics, and 
the only reason I didn't give it 5 stars is because some of the scratch sniff things don't work as well (some I can clearly 
smell, and about 3 or 4 I can't really smell because the new book smell overtakes it or because it doesn't work 
properly). Overall, very fun book-especially for display and quick party ideas.

A clever distillation of Americas favorite libation, by the New York Times best-selling authors of The Essential 
Scratch Sniff Guide to Becoming a Wine Expert Whiskey fever is sweeping the nation. Every day, craft distilleries are 
popping up in remote counties and urban centers, offering a wealth of great choices to consumersand just as many 
puzzlements. Does the introduction of a simple e to go from whisky to whiskey mean anything? Whats the difference 
between Scotch and Rye? Whats Canadian whisky anyway? And what about the whiskeys of Scotland, Japan, and 
Ireland? Where's a humble Joe to start? In this witty kid-style book on an adult topic, Richard Betts boils down his 
know-how into twenty pages, cooling our brown-sweat anxieties and dividing whiskey into three simple categories: 
Grain, Wood, and Place. While most whiskey tomes are about as fun as a chemistry lesson, Betts makes the learning 
slide down easy, reassuring us that this exalted spirit is just distilled beer and, through a nasal romp, helping us figure 
out which kinds we love best. Humorous illustrations and scratch-and-sniff scents (vanilla, sandalwood, grass, and 
more) help would-be connoisseurs learn their personal preferences. Language label and Map to Your Desires included.

These scratch-and-sniff booze books boil a couple lifetimes worth of study down to 24 pagesthen make them smell 
good. Genius! Tim Ferriss, author, The 4-Hour Workweek My wife is Scottish, so I needed to learn about whiskey and 
this was the way! Sir Richard Branson, legendary entrepreneur and founder, Virgin Group This is really the ultimate 
hack on whiskey. I learned why I should try Monkey Shoulder Blended Malt faster than Google Maps could teach me 
where the Glorioso Islands are. Edward Norton, Oscar-nominated actor 


