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From Brand: Mariner Books : The Essential Guide to Children's Books and Their Creators  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Essential Guide to Children's Books 
and Their Creators: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Maybe there could be a section on books that deserve to be 
rediscovered like Betty Brock's "The ShadesBy I. SondelAnita? Are you there? What about an update? This was 
published in 2002. There has been an explosion in children's literature since this volume came out. Neil Gaiman, Brian 
Selznick, Kate DiCamillo and so man others deserve to be represented. Maybe there could be a section on books that 
deserve to be rediscovered like Betty Brock's "The Shades," Antonia Barber's "The Ghosts," well you get what I 
mean.I found this book to be a great treat and an even better resource. As someone trekking through Children's 
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Literature as an adult, it's fun to read about the author's and find out info on other books I've never heard of.3 of 3 
people found the following review helpful. A great resource to enrich your childrenBy NomorerainThis children's 
books reference is so prized because the biography of the creators inspired me to look at how I can enrich my children 
now - in ways these creators personal experiences have developted from their own childhood. The creators' 
biographies and interviews have opened my mind to the possibilities for today's children to follow and try these 
creators' paths to becoming authors and illustrators. Also, I loved learning which colleges some of the creators have 
attended, which is a good resource to finding the possible colleges for the artistically inclined children.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Perfect children's literature guideBy MauidreemnI'm always looking for new 
authors for my children to read. This a handy tool to find authors and books based on age, interests, etc. Highly 
recommend.

Upon publication, Anita Silveys comprehensive survey of contemporary childrens literature, Childrens Books and 
Their Creators, garnered unanimous praise from librarians, educators, and specialists interested in the world of writing 
for children. Now The Essential Guide to Childrens Books and Their Creators assembles the best of that volume in one 
handy, affordable reference, geared specifically to parents, educators, and students. This new volume introduces 
readers to the wealth of childrens literature by focusing on the essentials the best books for children, the ones that 
inform, impress, and, most important, excite young readers. Updated to include newcomers such as J. K. Rowling and 
Lemony Snicket and to cover the very latest on publishing and educational trends, this edition features more than 475 
entries on the best-loved childrens authors and illustrators, numerous essays on social and historical issues, thirty 
personal glimpses into craft by well-known writers, illustrators, and critics, and invaluable reading lists by category. 
The Essential Guide to Childrens Books and Their Creators summarizes the canon of contemporary childrens 
literature, in a practical guide essential for anyone choosing a book for or working with children.

From Publishers WeeklyAficionados of children's literature get an education with The Essential Guide to Children's 
Books and Their Creators, ed. by Anita Silvey, an updated version of her Children's Books and Their Creators (1995). 
With an encyclopedic approach, the volume contains 475 alphabetically ordered entries-375 from the previous edition 
and 100 new essays-covering authors, illustrators, genres, publishing trends and more. Writers and artists sound off in 
entries marked "Voices of the Creators"; incidental illustrations appear throughout. All ages.Copyright 2002 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalFrom Aesop to Zwerger, this title holds a wealth of 
information about children's literature in an easily accessible, alphabetized format. To create the work, some material 
was taken from the earlier collection, Children's Books and Their Creators (Houghton, 1995), and combined with more 
than 100 new essays on more recent titles. When necessary, information from the previous title has been updated. In 
her introduction, Silvey states that she considered "historical importance, popularity, current interest in and availability 
of the books, and the overall contribution of the author or artist." The titles "include captivating stories, compelling 
characters and imaginative use of language-they appeal to a wide and diverse audience of children." In addition to 
essays on various genres, themes, and perspectives, "Voices of the Creators" provide personal insights of well-known 
authors and illustrators. The book also contains a substantial reading list divided into categories, such as nursery 
rhymes, information books, and Japanese American literature. A solid, handy resource for both public and school 
libraries.Suzanne Crowder, Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives, Frankfort, KYCopyright 2003 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalFormer longtime Horn Book editor Silvey returns to the subject of 
notable children's authors with a revision of her 1995 Children's Books and Their Creators. Like its acclaimed 
predecessor, this guide offers brief but meaty articles on authors, overviews of genres and historical issues, and a 
smattering of essays by authors on their own writing. A reading list by age and category is an added bonus. Although 
Silvey previously sought to create a single-volume reference on important authors, here she targets students, parents, 
and teachers with a slimmer volume of selected entries focusing on contemporary authors. She has thus added 100 
new articles to bring the book up to date with figures like J.K. Rowling and Lemony Snicket. But while the original 
work featured over 800 authors and topics representing classic children's literature, the updated version retains only 
375 of the older work's entries. This poses a difficulty for libraries, which will want to acquire this volume for the 
necessary updates but also retain the prior volume for the 400-plus entries not replicated here. Recommended for most 
reference collections as a supplement to Silvey's earlier work, although, for those who can afford it, the The 
Continuum Encyclopedia of Children's Literature offers broader coverage in one volume. Kelli Perkins, Herrick Dist. 
Lib., Holland, MI Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


