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Alan Axelrod PH.D. : The Encyclopedia Of The American Armed Forces (2 Volume Set)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Encyclopedia Of The American Armed 
Forces (2 Volume Set): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Over a thousand entries which cover not just historical background 
but biographies of leadersBy D. Donovan, Editor/Sr. ReviewerA 2-volume set written by a military historian would 
seem at first glance too weighty for your general-interest library collection: but in fact this is the perfect audience for 
THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE AMERICAN ARMED FORCES. It includes all four major branches of the U.S. 
military, but assumes no prior military knowledge or background. Students and adults alike thus will appreciate over a 
thousand entries which cover not just historical background but biographies of leaders, surveys of missions and 
equipment, discussions of traditions, and more - accessible to the lay reader. The simple A-Z reference format and 
entries which define, observe, and review include black and white photos. An excellent recommendation for general-
interest holdings.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Alan Axelrod applies personal objectivity and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0816047006


expert research into this easy-to-use primer and reference sourceBy Midwest Book ReviewAlmost 1,200 entries in 
Encyclopedia Of The American Armed Forces cover everything from history, command organization, and famous 
heroes to equipment, weapons, uniforms, traditions, and special American military terminology. A two-volume set 
with entries organized in simple A-Z format, Encyclopedia Of The American Armed Forces is accessible, information-
packed, and practical for high school students, college and public libraries, and personal reference collections. 
Historical consultant Alan Axelrod applies personal objectivity and expert research into this easy-to-use primer and 
reference source.

At a time when the question of war and what it means to serve our country is especially relevant, this essential 
reference provides a comprehensive, authoritative look at the American armed forces. Written by a well-known 
military historian, this two-volume set is divided into four sections, each devoted to one of the four major branches of 
the U.S. military - the U.S. Army, the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Marine Corps, and the U.S. Air Force. Approximately 1,200 
entries cover history; command organization; heroes and leaders; mission and role; equipment, weapons, and 
uniforms; life and traditions; and special terminology. Each volume is organized in an easy-to-use, A-to-Z format. An 
essential reference for the study of the four branches of the American armed forces, Encyclopedia of the American 
Armed Forces is an invaluable reference for any high school, college, or public library, as well as a perfect addition to 
any personal collection. martial, Barbary Wars, boot camp, Desert Storm, dog tags, insignia, jungle warfare, Korean 
War, Curtis LeMay, Medal of Honor, mutiny, Chester Nimitz, nuclear war, nurse corps, Pearl Harbor, Purple Heart, 
ranger, Seventh Army, Special Forces, uniforms, and weapon systems.

From BooklistAlthough there are many works on American military history, and each of the service branches has 
numerous narrative histories, this is the only A-Z work on the four service branches of the U.S. Author Axelrod is a 
military historian who coauthored the publisher's Encyclopedia of Wars (2005). Volume 1 contains entries for the U.S. 
Army and the U.S. Air Force. Volume 2 contains entries for the U.S. Marine Corps and the U.S. Navy. More than 
1,200 entries deal with the history of each service; its command organization; heroes and leaders; equipment, 
weapons, and uniforms; mission and role; life and traditions; and special terminologies. Length of entries ranges from 
a few lines to eight or nine pages. Each section has entries for military installations, decorations and medals, and ranks 
and grades specific to each branch. But some topics are covered inconsistently. For example, entry headings for 
Careers and Chain of command appear only in the section on the U.S. Air Force, and entry headings for Personal and 
miscellaneous equipment and Promotion system appear only in the section on the U.S. Marine Corps. Entries are 
concise and well written, and many are accompanied by black-and-white illustrations. Each volume contains separate 
alphabetical lists of entries for the two branches it covers as well as lists of acronyms. Topically arranged 
bibliographies for each service branch can be found in volume 2. In addition to printed works, the bibliographies 
contain many references to official Web sites and other online sources. The work is intended for students, researchers, 
military professionals, military buffs, and the general reader and should satisfy them all. It would be a good reference 
source for high-school, academic, and public libraries as well as for personal collections. kaye talleyCopyright 
American Library Association. All rights reserved 


