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Timothy D Rieman : The Encyclopedia of Shaker Furniture  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Encyclopedia of Shaker Furniture: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Shaker FurnitureBy Fran MartiniBook is a great Encylopedia of 
Shaker Furniture, I was looking for more details and working plans, because I was interested in replicating some 
pieces. I did replicate a few Items in the book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Craig D. 
Russellgood book. great price buying through . i'm buying more through every year!I0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Wonderful BookBy jwennihanI bought this book as a present. The receiver has really enjoyed the book 
and said it has exceptional drawings of the furniture.

This comprehensive reference documents the full scope of furniture from Shaker communities in New England, Ohio, 
and Kentucky. Furniture produced throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, ranging from free-standing 
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tables, chairs, desks, boxes, and case clocks to built-in cupboards and cases of drawers, is shown in over 1,000 images, 
698 in color. An extensive text provides a detailed account of Shaker history, culture, and religion. Further, it 
examines Shaker design and tools, reporting new research on the Shaker color palette. Using primary source materials, 
this book examines designs from specific Shaker communities and individual cabinetmakers. Endnotes, bibliography, 
glossaries, and technical terms make this beautiful reference required reading for everyone with an interest in Shaker 
design and culture.

From Library JournalRieman, maker of reproduction Shaker furniture and coauthor of The Shaker Chair (Univ. of 
Massachusetts Pr., 1992), and Burks, former curator at Canterbury Shaker Village, have created a comprehensive, well-
documented guide to Shaker furniture. While most Shaker furniture books illustrate the classic "period of gospel 
simplicity" from 1820 to 1850, this book illustrates all periods of Shaker furniture, showing that Shaker styles actually 
reflected the tastes of the time, simple when neoclassical was popular and becoming more ornate as tastes changed to 
Victorian. Beginning with a broad description of the Shaker religion, lifestyle, and furniture-making, the book 
progresses to descriptions of each bishopric and its furniture and artisans. Although this book contains more 
information than most libraries need, it is highly recommended where there is interest.- Gayle A. Williamson, Fashion 
Inst. of Design Merchandising, Los AngelesCopyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistWhile 
many people recognize Shaker furniture by its pure lines, preservation of the natural beauty of wood, and meticulous 
but understated craftsmanship, few are well-versed in its cultural and spiritual context. By combining in-depth 
commentary on the Shaker tradition with detailed technical information and superb photographs, Rieman and Burks 
have created the most authoritative volume to date on the identification and authentication of individual pieces of 
Shaker furniture. The entire range of Shaker furniture is covered. Most studies concentrate on the favored period 
between 1820 and 1850, called the "gospel simplicity" era, but this comprehensive survey stretches back to the very 
beginning of the nineteenth century and forward into our own. The authors examine every aspect of Shaker 
construction, from wood selection to joinery techniques, moldings, and locking mechanisms. Not only have they 
examined hundreds of pieces, but they have also scrutinized numerous documents, including diaries, journals, records, 
and oral histories. Their efforts have yielded the names and life dates of more than 250 craftsmen, while Rieman's 
flawless photographs document 340 objects, many never photographed before for publication. An outstanding 
resource. Donna SeamanAbout the AuthorTimothy D. Rieman is a master woodworking craftsman and one of the 
foremost makers of reproduction Shaker furniture. Jean M. Burks is the Curator of Decorative Arts at Shelburne 
Museum, Vermont. Both authors have researched and written about Shaker furniture for over a decade. 


