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Arthur Cotterell : The Encyclopedia of Mythology: Classical, Celtic, Norse  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Encyclopedia of Mythology: Classical, Celtic, Norse: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Mythology book comes with only main course mealBy 
CustomerGiven the page count this book doesn't cover a whole lot of mythology, but it still addresses the more 
popular stories. Still a gorgeous print with tons of images. Highly recommend it for any mythology lovers.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JenniferGood source of information. I'm love to read and I'm 
enjoying reading this book0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Louis A. DiazAlways a 
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fascinating subject.

This volume features the ancient tales of three compelling cultures: the mythology of Classical Greece and Rome; the 
fairytale myths of the Celtic world; and, from Northern Europe, tales of Germanic gods, Nordic warriors, and 
fearsome giants. Arthur Cotterell, an internationally renowned expert on mythology across cultures, describes central 
mythical figures with wit and authority, retelling ancient legends as spellbinding, intriguing accounts of past ages.The 
ancient tales in this volume are brought to life through a wealth of imagery that spans fifteen centuries of fine art; 
illustrations also include specially-commissioned photographs and drawings that focus on important and recurring 
mythological themes, including Oracles and Prophecies, Magic and Enchantment, Voyagers, Heroes, Giants, and 
Sorcery and Spells.

From BooklistThis work covers three great traditions of European mythology: classical (Greco-Roman), Celtic 
(including Welsh), and Norse (including Slavic). Each section has a brief introduction giving a broad overview of the 
historical setting of the tradition, including a map of the territories where the myths were believed. The sections are in 
dictionary format with extensive cross-references. There are also two-page spreads on such special topics as 
"Voyagers" and "Heroes" in the classical section, "Sagas and Seers" and "Single Combat" in the Celtic, and "Treasures 
and Talismans" and "Tragic Lovers" in the Norse.The text is lavishly illustrated with everything from photographs of 
ancient artifacts to contemporary watercolors, most in full color. The Pre-Raphaelites, Aubrey Beardsley, and Arthur 
Rackham are heavily represented. The book is designed so that the illustrations enhance rather than obstruct the text. 
The caption for the illustration of Lif and Lifthrasir in the Norse section does not agree with the entry as to who is 
male and who is female. A pronunciation guide for Gaelic, Welsh, and Slavic names would have been helpful. 
Librarians and students who are not sure to which tradition a mythological character belongs will find a detailed name 
index at the end.School and public libraries with limited budgets that need to add a European mythology reference will 
do well to consider this one. About the AuthorArthur Cotterell has lectured and written widely on the mythologies and 
ancient civilizations of the world. He is Principal of KingstonCollege in London, and author of the best-selling 
Dictionary of World Mythology, as well as a number of books on the civilizations of East Asia. 


