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Jess Nevins : The Encyclopedia of Fantastic Victoriana  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Encyclopedia of Fantastic Victoriana: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. E-Book Review- Entertaining read- nearly but not quite perfect- 
format is SLOPPY!By Eric StottExcellent Ebook version as regards the content, but so filled with spelling errors, 
grammatical flubs butchered sentences as to be a messy read. Otherwise a pleasure- tons of authors and characters 
from the well known to the obscure. This edition is much expanded and improved from the version posted online for 
these many years.HUGE error in the section Elsie Venner- the biography given (Oliver Wendell Holmes 1841-1935) 
is the author's SON, O. W. Holmes Jr, who was a supreme court jurist. The author lived from 1809 to 1894 and 
besides his writing career was a medical doctor of significance.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Thank you Kindle for making this available!By James N. SmithI had fully intended to remove my 1 star rating after 
the title became available without the price gouging that was being inflicted upon it, but someone decided to remove it 
for me.This work is pretty invaluable to people wishing to research the history of Steampunk, and just plain fun to read 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1932265155


regardless. Mr. Nevins certainly knows his subject and has done the research. Recommended for lovers of Steampunk 
and Science Fiction. Now if only they could release another hard/soft cover edition at some point in the future, 
because it really was a "fantastic" coffee table book with that great cover it used to sport.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Authorative TomeBy Santos SparkyThorough and precise. I often reach for this when doing 
research. We are lucky to have Jess thread in dusty recesses for all the lovely near forgotten gems. He makes literary 
connections much clearer. I wish we'd see this reprinted.

This enormous volume is the first comprehensive encyclopedia of fantastic literature of the nineteenth century. From 
detective fiction to historical novels, from well-known authors like Jules Verne and H.G. Wells, to Russian newspaper 
serials and Chinese martial arts novels, THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FANTASTIC VICTORIANA is a truly 
exhaustive look at every aspect of fantastic literature in the days of Queen Victoria. Readers of science fiction and 
fantasy will be surprised to find here the roots of genres thought to be strictly contemporary, and students of literature 
will be amazed at the breadth and scope of writings produced in the Victoriana era. This is an invaluable reference, 
and truly one-of-a-kind.

From BooklistReference librarian Nevins is completely at home among the myriad characters of Victorian fantasy 
literature. An aficionado of the genre, he maps the genealogy of dream-world characters, among them Jules Verne's 
Captain Nemo, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes, Lewis Carroll's Alice, Edgar Allan Poe's Roderick Usher, 
Bram Stoker's Count Dracula, Robert Louis Stevenson's Edward Hyde, and Mary Shelley's Victor Frankenstein. Into 
the company of illustrious fantasy figures, Nevins inserts essays on topics such as Doppelganger, The Gothic, 
Historical romance, and Sensational novel. Deft analysis of the likes of Hajji Baba, Buffalo Bill, the Phantom Child, 
Rima, and Sweeney Todd draws the reader into nooks and cul-de-sacs of adventure and mayhem. Surprising omissions 
from the vast list of entries are comments on sci-fi and the mad scientist stereotype and entries on the phantasms of 
Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol. Entries are arranged alphabetically and often provide considerable detail. In his 
foreword, Nevins explains that the book is "subjective, not objective," and "prescriptive rather than descriptive"--
claims born out by the degree of critical discussion. Contributing to the book's value to students and researchers are 
publication data and frequent cross-references. The text disappoints, however, in the omission of source lists. Back 
matter offers a limited bibliography and no index for surveying authors, titles, series, and publishers. Despite these 
limitations, this very readable volume is a sound addition to the reference collections on both Victorian and fantasy 
literature. Mary Ellen SnodgrassCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the AuthorJess 
Nevins, a reference librarian at Sam Houston State University, is the author of Heroes Monsters and A Blazing World, 
the two volume companion editions to the popular graphic novel series The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen. He 
lives in Huntsville, Texas. 


