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C. J. Scheiner : The Encyclopedia of Erotic Literature  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Encyclopedia of Erotic Literature: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A useful reference book and literary source presenting a sampling of 
major erotic literature from 1537 to 1908By Richard N. CtThis 1996 scholarly reference book starts with a concise 
definition of its goals. "This book is not a history of erotic literature. Nor is it a bibliography of erotica. It is rather an 
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anthology of extracts from specific works of erotic literature which I (C.J. Scheiner) find are examples of the 
numerous functions which erotica serves."It explores the evolution of erotic writing from 1537 to 1908 by pre4senting 
significant excerpts from 29 books of this period. It was written to illustrate the twists and turns of taste in erotic 
writing on a comparative basis. Rather than an erotic book itself, it is a resource textbook for the early period of this 
genre. Its examples make possible a literary comparison of the viewpoints and literary styles of the authors. Each of 
the twenty-nine books typically receives a one-page analysis and then a presentation of approximately ten pages of 
typical text. I found it a very useful and erudite primer on the evolution of erotic writing in the period 1527 to 1908. I 
purchased it in 2014 to help me evaluate the fifteen best-selling erotic paperback novels written by Charleston, South 
Carolina author Robert W. Marks (1908-1993), who wrote them under the pen name, "John Colleton." They 
scandalized the bluebloods of South Carolina's "Holy City" because Marks based his novels on real people and places 
in Charleston and elsewhere, whose identities were only thinly veiled. Marks is all the more amazing because his first 
erotic book, "The Trembling of a Leaf" (1971) sold over 500,000 copies.16 of 16 people found the following review 
helpful. A valuable and original contribution.By A CustomerA valuable contribution to the field, with equal emphasis 
on "literature" and "erotic." No where else is such scholarly material recorded, both bibliographical and historical, 
together with such an inclusive collection of texts. Tastefully printed and devoid of prurient suggestion


