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Jane Stern, Michael Stern : The Encyclopedia of Bad Taste  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Encyclopedia of Bad Taste: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Bad Taste Is BackBy Heidi Crabtree aka ScoundrelMany are dated 
and may be unknown to Millenials, example, they might not know who Charo was and how her bad singing was on 
every prime time variety show. What struck me was how many if these entries are back with a fury. Nail art! It's an 
entry in the book. I can't escape tacky trashy nail art, indeed it seems to be worse today than when this book was 
published. Hamburger Helper has more varieties than ever. Worth a look if you get it cheap.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Please do a second edition! Maybe a 25 year anniversary?By CustomerThis book holds up 
well after 20 years, but I'd love to see an update. Since 1992 we've had infomercials, reality TV, etc. Come on, how 
about a 25 year anniversary edition?0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Bad taste: Who ever knew there 
was so much ...By Lane StripeBad taste: Who ever knew there was so much of it. And the histories of where it all 
comes from is equally fascinating. This tome is for anyone who cares about quality of life, both public and private, and 
that phenomenon we sometimes call "grace."

America's premiere scholars of popular culture present a hilarious tribute to the all-time highs of lowbrow taste. The 
Sterns offer the definitive sourcebook of the world's favorite cultural extremes and faux pas. 350 photos, 50 in full-
color.
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From Publishers WeeklyLava lamps, Hawaiian shirts, accordion music and outlandish performer Charo are among the 
kitschy or lowbrow people, places and things affectionately featured in this entertaining, colorful reference book. 
Illustrated. $50,000 ad/promo. (Oct.)no PW revCopyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalPop culture mavens and authors of 15 books, including Elvis World ( LJ 10/1/87) and Sixties People ( LJ 1/90), 
the Sterns have assembled a directory of American "ersatz culture" that would make Roseanne Barr proud. Their goal 
is, "to catalogue bad taste, define the standard masterworks, and inaugurate the annals of the world's favorite faux 
pas." With entries running the gamut from Chippendale dancers, Tammy Faye Bakker, and the jogging suit to Jello, 
nose jobs, and tattoos, the result is a somewhat humorous and whimsical volume that celebrates lowbrow culture more 
than berates it. This encyclopedia offers trivial information aplenty, most of it from secondary sources: the origins of 
bowling, the invention of the Lava Lite. It might make a good gift item, but as a library reference purchase it is not 
recommended. Perhaps for pop culture or humor collections.- David Nudo, New YorkCopyright 1990 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. 


