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Ronald W. Lackmann : The Encyclopedia of American Television: Broadcast Programming Post World War [1
to 2000 before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The
Encyclopedia of American Television: Broadcast Programming Post World War 11 to 2000:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Christopher Allen BrownThe book looked interesting
but | was disappointed that | did not get it in the mail so far.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Total TV
for the baby boomer generationBy A CustomerAs a baby-boomer I've always had an interest in television. | mean, in
my caseit's pretty much all | remember. Two reviews | read intrigued me and so | bought a copy of THE

ENCY CLOPEDIA OF 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN TELEVISION. David M. Lisain his Library Journal review of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0816045550

Feb. 15, 2003 said: "Nearly three years ago, Facts on File published Lackmann's excellent THE ENCY CLOPEDIA OF
AMERICAN RADIO: An A-Z Guide to Radio from Jack Benny to Howard Stern. Its companion volumeisjust as
valuable, in addition to being fun to read and use. Similar in scope and format to its predecessor, AMERICAN
TELEVISION presents more than 1000 capsule descriptions of all major network and syndicated television series
from 1947 through 2000, with entries for primary television personalities also included. The attention to detail that
characterized AMERICAN RADIO is evident here as well, with listings of broadcast schedules, network information,
and show triviaincluded in each description. In addition, Lackmann offers two excellent appendixes: alisting of the
top-rated programs from 1952 to 1999 (divided by television season and including yearly ratings for each program)
and Emmy Award winners from 1948 to 1999. Black and white photographs accompany the major entries, and the
book's index makesit easy to find your favorite program or personality. Alex McNeil's TOTAL TELEVISION has a
similar setup but only goes up to 1995, and while Tim Brooks and Earle Marsh's THE COMPLETE DIRECTORY OF
PRIME TIME NETWORK AND CABLE TV SHOWS, 7th ed. covers cable, unlike Lackmann's book, it cuts off at
1998. Overdl then AMERICAN TELEVISION isthe most current, concise, and affordable work available on the
subject. Thisimportant reference will be used by public and academic libraries for many years and is highly
recommended.” Mark van Lummel, described the contents of this book in his review which was included in hislist of
newly released reference books. He said: " This survey encyclopedia, covers popular broadcast tel evision shows and
specials from 1945 to 2000. Standard appendixes of yearly top-rated programs and annual Emmy awards are included,
along with athorough index. The magjority of entries are for programs and actors. Each program entry includes a
description of the show, times the show aired, complete cast listings and notable guest stars, and the occasional
interesting fact. Biographical entriesinclude dates of birth and death, along with actor's television credits. Any
significant acting work done outside of television is also mentioned. All entries are enhanced with excellent cross-
references to related shows and actors. Coverage of special television events and programsis also included, but not
extensive. While the author includes his criteriafor selection, there are afew surprisesin the actors and programs
selected for inclusion." van Lummel also said, "Within its own limits, THE ENCY CLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN
TELEVISION iswell written and easy to access".....and..."this encyclopedia may be considered an adequate addition
for libraries that do not own other reference works on television programming history."2 of 6 people found the
following review helpful. Error-Ridden and IncompleteBy Don Marionl can only find three things to fault with this
book: it isriddled with errors; its entries are arbitrary and incomplete; and the indexing, where accurate, is
inconsistent. Other than that, | must admit it has some redeeming features. the cover is attractively designed, the text is
legible and it is printed on good quality paper. That about sums up the positives.A complete list of the book's errors
would constitute afair-sized work in itself. Some of them are factual, e.g. that Don Adams was the cartoon voice of
"Underdog." (While Adams did do another voice on that series for one season, the title character's was that of Wally
Cox.) Many are inconsistencies: for example, in the entry for actor Gene Barry, it states that his "Burke's Law"
character was a secret agent, while the entry for the series hasit correctly, that he was an LAPD captain; for another, in
the "Barney Miller" cast, Linda Lavin islisted as portraying a doctor, but the entry for Lavin hasit right, that her
character was a detective. And, while an author or compiler of areference work is entitled to set the parameters for
what that work will cover, it is unacceptable to then proceed to violate one's own rules. Lackmann does that here,
repeatedly. While series are supposedly limited to those which lasted at |east one full season, there are entries for those
which did not meet this condition, but others are omitted which did, such successful series as"Laredo" and "Movin'
On" (The latter is mentioned in the entry for Frank Converse, but even here thereis an error: Converseislisted asthe
star of the series, when he actually took second billing to Claude Akins.) | also question the author's criteria for what
personalities should be included. For example, why does actor Gardner McKay, who had one successful series before
retiring early, rate three paragraphs, while such prolific, familiar and well-respected performers as Akins, Neville
Brand and Frank Gorshin are mentioned only in passing, if at all ?The greatest error of omission, however, isin
limiting the inclusions to productions from ABC, CBS, NBC, FOX and WB(!). This ignores the numerous quality and
innovative (to use one of the author's favorite words) programs from the Dumont network, which was a major player
in the early days of the medium. Since the book is not entitled "Encyclopedia of *Late* 20th Century American
Television," Dumont's output should have been included, at least more than just "Captain Video." The writing is banal.
(In addition to overusing certain terms, such as the aforementioned "innovative," the author apparently does not know
the difference between "reportedly” and "purportedly" or between "descent” and "nationality."). Some statements are
amost hilarious, for example that an actress's death was ignored by her fans of 50 years before; how many of them
were still around to notice? The illustrations, nearly all publicity stills and studio portraits, add nothing to the book. All
but one are from the author's own collection, which admittedly makes it easier to gain permissions.Not recommended,
in case you were still wondering.

Thisguide is acelebration of television as well as afact-filled reference. It provides a historical guide to the
programmes, personalities, and practices of network television from its early days to the end of the 20th century. From
game shows to the nightly news, from sitcoms to serious dramas and everything in between, 1000 entries provide story



synopses, biographies, production histories, and air dates. Also featured are two appendixes - the top-rated
programmes from 1952-1999 and the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences Annual Emmy Award
winners from the second half of the 20th century. Among the shows, characters, and topics covered are: "The Addams
Family"; the "Bing Croshy Show"; "Captain Kangaroo"; "Dynasty"; Andy Griffith; Michael Landon; Mary Tyler
Moore; and "Star Trek".

From BooklistLackmann previously authored The Encyclopedia of American Radio: An A-Z Guide to Radio from
Jack Benny to Howard Stern (Facts On File, 2000). His latest work covers his other love, television, to which he was
introduced at the 1939 New Y ork World's Fair. Alphabetically arranged entries cover many nationally televised
programs, with information about the premise and actors or personalities, dates and time shown, and network
affiliation. With the exception of some important specials and miniseries, programs must have aired for at least a
season. Cable productions are excluded. Other entries offer biographies of popular, important, or award-winning
personalities, among them Ed Asner, Milton Berle, Julia Child, Garry Marshall, Rosie O'Donnell, and Dan Rather.
Pictures of cast members of various shows are interspersed. One appendix contains the top-rated shows for each
season since 1952. Another appendix contains Emmy Awards, 1948 to 1999. The Complete Directory to Prime Time
Network and Cable TV Shows, 1946- Present (7th ed., Ballantine, 1999) and Total Television: The Comprehen sive
Guide to Programming from 1948 to the Present (4th ed., Penguin, 1996) have similar entries and descriptions but do
not include biographies. The four-volume Museum of Broadcast Communications Encyclopedia of Television (Fitzroy
Dearborn, 1997) is more selective in its coverage of programs and performers but has a broad range of topical entries.
Lackmann's volume is aworthwhile addition for libraries needing a readable, popular guide. RBBCopyright American
Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the AuthorRon Lackmann is a teacher, actor, broadcaster, and author of
more than twenty books, including The Encyclopedia of American Radio for Facts On File/Checkmark Books. He has
written numerous articles for Screen Greats, Afternoon TV. In, Patron, Hit Parader, and Plays. He has also worked in
radio and has produced and narrated fifty-two radio dramas and documentaries. He livesin New Paltz, NY.



