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Rod Fogg : The Electric Guitar Handbook: A Complete Course in Modern Technique and Styles  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Electric Guitar 
Handbook: A Complete Course in Modern Technique and Styles: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. At last...THIS is the book that WILL teach you electric guitar!By 
Bridget C.I purchase many items off of but don't write as many reviews as I should. But I just had to write in about this 
terrific book.I bought an electric guitar and amp in 2008 and bought some all around guitar lesson books. They were 
okay but more geared toward learning on an acoustic. I became enamoured with the acoustic guitar in general and 
fingerpicking in particular, bought an acoustic and abandoned my electric guitar until recently.Looking at my beautiful 
but dusty Les Paul sitting in the corner, I walked over to my bookshelf to choose a book to once again work on my 
electric. Now, I will say that I am NOT shy about purchasing a book or many, many books if I want to learn something 
so there was quite a selection to choose from. I had a few books that focused on the electric guitar but for the most part 
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they were incomprehensible or started you off with basic chords and strumming, then turn the page and WHAM! it 
was Eddie Van Halen time. Just no real steady work up in skills and a lot of confusing jargon. Which is probably why 
I set the electric aside.Well, in the time that I had been working on my mad fingerpicking and bluegrass skills on the 
acoustic, along came this book. I read the reviews, ordered it and have have been using it for two days and have 
learned more with this book than the year I spent with the other books from the big name "rock guys".The author is an 
excellent writer and explains everything slowly but doesn't treat you like an idiot. He starts from the very beginning 
with teaching string names, notation etc but you can start anywhere in the book according to your knowledge and 
experience. Each exercise/song teaches a new concept and there is a very good sound quality CD that is enjoyable to 
play along with and hear what the proper timing should be.I skimmed ahead and quickly realized that, at last, someone 
has written THAT GUITAR BOOK that we are all looking for when we start out but that no one seems to have written 
yet but that you hope to write someday when you finally figure out what you are doing so that you can help others and 
prevent them from wasting so much time and money and hopes....(takes a breath)So...go for it. Seriously, BUY THIS 
BOOK and you will be playing much more quickly and sounding great and you WILL understand why you are 
sounding great. Thanks, Mr. Fogg!!!!!Oh and you play really great sounding exercises in blues, rock and country that 
encourage you to noodle around and find your own riffs and leads to play over the tracks which is something that I had 
never really been inspired to do before with any other book. The author doesn't just throw a bunch of tired, boring, 
public domain yankee doodles and scarborough fairs because he is too cheap to pay royalties or some crappy tunes 
that a kindergardener could write but actual original pro sounding tunes and riffs. Yes, I HAVE been around my fair 
share of crappy guitar lesson books, thanks for asking!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. I've sampled a 
bunch of guitar books -- like Goldielocks at the home of a family of guitar ...By G. DavisI've sampled a bunch of 
guitar books -- like Goldielocks at the home of a family of guitar playing bears. This book is just right -- clear text, 
well paced exercises that sound pretty good and helpful advice.My advice would be to buy the hard-copy and avoid 
the Kindle version. Audio is not supported in the Kindle version for PC -- I would give that version one star, but it's 
not the author's fault.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A great learning tool.By H EcklesRod Fogg has 
a great idea. The exercises are in blues format. This gives the feeling of playing music at the start. Great idea! The text 
and history is informative and clear. Everyone needs books this clear. Thank you Rod Fogg.

(Book). Backbeat's successful Handbook format applied to the world's most popular instrument. The Electric Guitar 
Handbook is the latest entry in Backbeat's best-selling handbook series, combining a two-part book and an audio CD 
in a practical lay-flat binding for ease of reference when playing. Part one of the book examines how different types of 
electric guitars are made, and why varying construction methods influence the way guitars sound. It also looks at the 
role of various pieces of guitar hardware, including pick-ups, tremolo set-ups, and bridges. Part two is a 
comprehensive, user-friendly course in playing the electric guitar, from the basics of posture and hand positioning to 
music and tab reading and advanced performance. Newly written exercises presented in the book and also on the 
accompanying CD take the learner through each step in the process, covering styles including rock, country, blues, 
soul/funk, indie/alternative, and metal. Author Rod Fogg also offers practical advice on everything from simple scales 
to complex chords, alongside short features introducing key performers and styles.

About the AuthorRod Fogg is a musician, teacher, and author who works in and around London. His self-penned CD, 
A Cool Move, was released in 2002 on Jazznik. He is co-author of the Django Reinhardt and Eddie Van Halen books 
in the Fretmaster series. 


