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Robert Hartwell Fiske : The Dimwit's Dictionary: 5,000 Overused Words and Phrases and Alternatives to 
Them  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Dimwit's 
Dictionary: 5,000 Overused Words and Phrases and Alternatives to Them: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy William A. CarnahanItem as described.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy JordanInteresting how they can as much diagram what you need to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0966517679


write instead of an overused word or words.14 of 21 people found the following review helpful. SnootyBy frymaxHey, 
I know, let's all become the pompous vocabulary police and take all the personality out of our writing! Tedious to read 
and filled with unimaginative alternatives to what the authors believe are overused phrases (but are pretty much every 
phrase you've ever heard - hackneyed or not), this book is helpful only if you want to write like this (taken from a 
passage where one of the authors defends his use of acerbic commentary in the book): This pedagogy may strike some 
as unworkable, and perhaps its efficacy is suspect, but we surely know that other methods of tutelage are largely 
unsuccessful.Sheesh! Look, I understand that clichs are overused, but suggesting I replace "raining cats and dogs" with 
"raining" doesn't improve the writing, it just makes it more boring.

This compilation of overused words and phrases is the ultimate tool for the writer who seeks to weed out common, 
tired language and replace it with concise writing. 

...a fun and informative ... book that everyone who writes or talks should keep where it can be easily reached. -- Nancy 
Mehl, Myshelf.com, November 1, 2002Dimwit's Dictionary and The Dictionary of Concise Writing...are two of the 
better usage books to come down the road. -- Zay Smith, Chicago Sun-Times, October 31, 2002This book is a cure all 
(thank goodness that phrase is OK) for trite writing...We rated it five hearts. -- Bob Spear, Heartland s, October 
2002About the AuthorRobert Hartwell Fiske is also the author of The Dictionary of Concise Writing. He is the 
editor/publisher of the Vocabula , an online journal about the English language. 


