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Renee Newman : Pearl Buying Guide: How to Evaluate, Identify and Select Pearls Pearl Jewelry  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pearl Buying Guide: How to 
Evaluate, Identify and Select Pearls Pearl Jewelry: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. All you need to know about pearlsBy Nicole B.This is an excellent 
book about pearls. It has answered all my questions and gave me many helpful tips on how to judge a stand of pearls 
before buying them. If you want to start your own small pearl collection of a few necklaces and earrings, you should 
educate yourself first so you won't get ripped off. There are many fakes out there, even in high end jewelry stores I 
saw pearl necklaces made from pearl shell being sold as cultured pearl. It is what THEY don't tell you that you need to 
worry about and you should know what questions you should be asking before buying. I had one jewelry store 
manager ask me if I was a GIA gem graduate because I asked the right questions and seemed knowledgeable, and all 
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from reading just this book!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good first sourceBy EsmereldaFull of 
info on pearls, but as all other sources I've looked at, didn't completely answer my questions about freshwater vs. 
Akoya or ways to determine nacre thickness. I'd recommend it as a first source, but I never think any one source 
answers everything, sometimes they even contradict each other.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Terrific Book to Learn about PearlsBy ALENEThis is the absolute best book to learn about pearls. The photographs 
are exceptional enabling one to see understand everything written in the book. I took a pearl grading class this was the 
book we used.

The book tells you everything you need to know about pearls to fully understand and appreciate them, and avoid any 
unexpected (and costly) disappointments, now and in future generations. This easy-to-read, easy-to-understand, 
practical resource covers: the rich history and romance surrounding pearls; differences between natural, cultured, and 
imitation pearls: what they are, how they differ, and how to tell them apart; how to judge pearl quality, with tips on 
how to see differences with the naked eye; comparisons of all types of pearls, in every size and colour, from every 
pearl producing country in the world; what to guard against: artificial enhancements and misrepresentation; how to 
wear and care for pearls; pearl prices: from affordable to astronomical; magnificent pearl jewellery -- conversations 
with the world's leading jewellers; exclusive interviews with the world's leading pearl experts, who offer "insider" 
insights and advice; important resource information, including sample lab reports, a pearl glossary, and more.

From Publishers WeeklyIn this handbook on purchasing pearls, gemologist Newman defies any hope of elegant prose 
and dives right in. Her first chapter begins, "The following factors can affect the price of pearls: Luster, Surface 
Quality, Shape, Color, Size, Nacre (pearl coating) thickness and quality, Matching, Treatment status (untreated or 
treated), Pearl type (saltwater/freshwater, natural/cultured, whole/ blister)." Assuming readers are novices, Newman 
explains how to appraise and distinguish among all varieties of pearls. She takes potential buyers and collectors 
through the ins and outs of the pearl world, and her guide will best serve those looking to make a considerable 
investment. She explains why buyers might favor one pearl type over another and how to shop for pearls (e.g., 
examine the strands on a flat white surface, look at the light reflections on the pearls, etc.). A chapter on versatile ways 
to wear a strand of pearls offers looks reminiscent of 1920s flappers, Jackie Kennedy and Vegas showgirls. Newman 
also shares a brief, "unconventional" account of the pearl throughout history, written from the point of view of "The 
Pearl Family" ("we pearls regret the discomfort we cause to [oysters and mussels] when they are alive"). Quizzes in 
the back of the book will allow readers to test their knowledge, and copious color photographs enhance the 
workmanlike text.Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 


