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Oxford Dictionaries : Oxford Latin Dictionary  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Oxford Latin Dictionary: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerHusband LOVES these books. Invaluable for 
someone teaching themselves Latin.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat for 
anyone who is serious about the Latin language.18 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Reads your Latin 
books for youBy James M. RawleyI just read Apuleius's GOLDEN ASS in the 2012 Oxford Classical Text version, 
APULEII METAMORPHOSEON LIBRI XI. There is no full commentary available for Latin versions of THE 
GOLDEN ASS, and facing translations of course distort the original a little or a lot.Using the OXFORD LATIN 
DICTIONARY I was able not only to read the entire book, and find every word in the book also in the dictionary, but 
in at least thirty cases the word from Apuleius I was looking up was in the dictionary with the passage I was reading 
cited as the main, or the only source for that particular meaning of that particular word. Five or more times the OLD 
explained a difficult passage just as a commentator might, referring to an obscure Roman proverb or doing similar 
things. Meanwhile the Oxford Classical Text 2012 version itself translated or explained two extremely difficult 
passages on its own in its notes.So, with the OLD and the OCT version put together, I had the equivalent of a full 
commentary on THE GOLDEN ASS, enough to point out, among many other things, every time Apuleius switched 
the usual gender of a noun. It was a revelation to me that this scholarly commentary on my book was, so to speak, just 
a small part of my OXFORD LATIN DICTIONARY. It increased my respect for the volume considerably, though of 
course anything top Latin scholars worked on for more than half a century is likely to be surprisingly good.I've noticed 
that library editions of the OLD tend to pull apart just standing straight on library shelves, and that's certainly not a 
good thing. On the other hand, my one-volume edition holds up quite well stored sideways or opened in the usual 
dictionary way on a couch or on a dictionary stand. I paid a hundred dollars for it twenty-five years ago, and it has 
more than repaid my investment. Plautus also was a lot easier with an OLD nearby, and he too doesn't have anything 
like a full scholarly commentary available elsewhere.All the talk here about binding and color-bleeding covers is 
interesting, but to my mind somewhat hysterically dismissive for such an excellent book, or rather such an excellent 
collection of many books in one. I'm sorry the price is so high, but I'm glad I paid my hundred dollars so soon after the 
dictionary first came out. My inflation calculator tells me this would be just $215 today, so it seems I got a bargain -- 
but I'd buy this new two-volume version if I didn't have the earlier one, even at an almost doubled price. And by all 
means I'd use it if I found it in a library, which is where it's going to get most of its use anyway.

The world's most authoritative dictionary of Classical Latin, the monumental, two-volume Oxford Latin Dictionary 
offers unsurpassed coverage of the language of Rome from its beginnings until AD 200. More than half a century in 
the making, and originally published in a series of fascicles (parts) from 1968, this magisterial reference work was 
finally published in a single volume format in 1982. Now this indispensable resource is available in a revised and 
freshly redesigned Second Edition. As well as 40,000 headwords and 100,000 senses, the Dictionary includes a vast 
collection of illustrative quotations taken from the canon of Classical literature, arranged for the first time 
conveniently under each sense and subsense. In addition, for the Second Edition, the newly digitized text incorporates 
a significant amount of editorial updating, including revised English translations, expansion of abbreviations, and 
clearer labelling throughout the text. The new design is a masterpiece of concision and clarity and the entire text is 
handsomely bound in two volumes. Finally, the supplementary material has been revised and includes a new 
Introduction by noted Classical scholar Christopher Stray, a Guide to using the Dictionary, a redesigned bibliography, 
and a new Foreword from the current editor. The Oxford Latin Dictionary is a comprehensive and authoritative 
reference work--an absolutely essential work for all serious students of Latin, including teachers, students, and general 
readers interested in classical languages and literature as well as scholars working in ancient history, languages, art 
history, ancient philosophy, religion, archaeology, law, medicine, and natural science.


