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John Ayto : Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick 
Reference): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. It's an awesome dictionary, really helpful for translation students or 
translators ...By Fabiana MirandaIt's an awesome dictionary, really helpful for translation students or translators that 
works with english language, its a must have! :)0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy paul 
peacockgreat3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Great to be able to look them upBy 
HoneycombsInteresting and enjoyable. Being English and living in the USA I am always getting asked where my 
sometimes unusual turns of phrase come from. Great to be able to look them up.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=019954378X


The Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms offers a fresh look at the idiomatic phrases and sayings that make English 
the rich language that it is. The third edition contains entries for over 6,000 idioms, including 700 entirely new entries, 
based on Oxford's language monitoring programs and the third edition of the Oxford English Dictionary. These 
include a range of idioms such as "the elephant in the corner," "go figure," "step up to the plate," "a walk in the park," 
and "win ugly." Many entries include more detailed background on the idiom in question. For example, did you know 
that 'taken aback' was adopted from nautical terminology that described a ship unable to move forward because of a 
strong headwind pressing its sails back against the mast? The book lists national variants, so we learn that while in 
America they say "all over the map," in Britain they say "all over the shop." This edition also features a greatly 
increased number of cross-references, making it ideal for quick reference. Anyone interested in the colorful side of the 
English language will have hours of fun browsing this fascinating and informative volume.

from previous edition: "Anyone who is addicted to the richness of the English language or simply intrigued by the 
origin and meaning of an idiom like teach your grandmother to suck eggs will relish this work" --Library JournalAbout 
the AuthorJohn Ayto is an experienced lexicographer and author of many language titles. 


