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Adrian Curtis : Oxford Bible Atlas  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Oxford Bible Atlas: 

9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Not adequate for serious Bible studyBy CustomerThis Atlas was 
disappointing, first because the print is too tiny to read, and when you pinch to zoom in, it all becomes blurred. 
Secondly, the maps themselves provide little detailed information. On my device the map appears on one side of what 
is mainly a blank page. There was plenty of room for labels, but none were given. The Roman numeral labels are 
explained in narratives several pages away, with no links to take you back to the map. For example, the map for the 
period of Joshua and Judges could have labels, showing where Deborah fought Sisera, where Gideon tested his men by 
watching how they drank water, and where Samson fought the Philistines. Instead you are only given the general 
divisions of the 12 tribes, and impossible-to-read city names. I wish there was a map of the Jezreel Valley, and the 
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surrounding hills, labeling Mt. Carmel, Gilboa etc. so the reader can see the significance of that area. There should be 
a map highlighting the distance from Bozrah to Armageddon, one of the Sea of Galilee making the major points of the 
Lord's ministry. None of these are offered.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Not what I expectedBy 
jtexJust not what I expected - I wanted more information available - I was more interested in maps and less interested 
in the extended content about a limited numer of places - I found that information informative and enjoyed the reading 
but am looking for an atlas that better suits my needs.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
janetclarifies what was going on where and when in the days God was more important than ourselves

This new fourth edition of the Oxford Bible Atlas, now with twenty-seven full-color maps and eighty-one color 
illustrations, has been thoroughly revised to bring it up to date with both the most recent biblical scholarship and the 
most modern discoveries in archaeology and topography. This authoritative Atlas illuminates the landscape of the 
biblical world, allowing readers to better understand the geographical context in which the Bible emerged and which 
formed its background. The colorful, highly accurate maps capture the many ancient locales of the Bible's stories and 
carefully reflect the successive stages of the Bible's accounts, while specially chosen full-color illustrations bring the 
countries and their peoples to life. The Atlas covers everything from Genesis to the stories of David and Solomon, the 
trade routes of the ancient world, the vast empires of Alexander the Great and Rome, and the ministry of Jesus and the 
formation of the early Church. The accompanying text describes the land of Palestine, and its wider ancient Near 
Eastern and east Mediterranean settings. It outlines the successive historical periods, and describes the major 
civilizations with which Israelites, Jews, and early Christians came into contact. There is also an illustrated survey of 
the relevance of archaeology for the study of the Bible. Finally, the book includes a full chronology, suggestions for 
further reading, an index of place names, and a general index. An essential resource for all students of the Bible, the 
Atlas provides a superb guide to the geography of the Holy Land throughout history, from the Exodus to New 
Testament times.

"It is 25 years since the third edition of the Oxford Bible Atlas. After a long wait we now have a new version, teeming 
with lots of splendid colour photos, amended maps, and a significantly revised text...[Curtis's] incisive text is every bit 
as worthwhile as the book's maps, which are terrific...deserves its place on every shelf." --Catholic Herald"In Oxford 
Press's tradition, the atlas has superb maps--many of them three-dimensional, annotated, and in full color, along with 
photos, illustrations, charts, and diagrams to help the reader set the biblical narrative angainst the backdrop of Middle 
Eastern history and geography." --The Bible TodayAbout the AuthorAdrian Curtis is Senior Lecturer in Hebrew Bible 
at the University of Manchester. 


