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Fred Ward : Opals (Fred Ward Gem Book)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Opals (Fred Ward Gem Book): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good book about opalsBy DavidALots of great information about 
opals. I enjoyed reading it, and learned many things I hadn't known about. Worth checking out if you are interested in 
opals.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful BookBy E. SmiddyThis book is a nice addition to 
my "opal" library. It is not too technical, more dealing with the history of opal mining and then explaining the different 
opal types, including synthetics, triplets, etc., in addition to the different kinds of solid opals. It is not a very large 
book, but it is packed with valuable information and gorgeous pictures. If you like opal, you won't be disappointed in 
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purchasing this book. I enjoyed it very much. It may be the only book you will need on opals, unless you want 
technical detail.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great beginner book for understanding opalBy 
MikeSNJAn easy read. Finished the book in a couple of hours. Covers all facets of the opal trade. Explains the 
different methods of manufacture. How to spot lab created specimens, doublets and triplets. This book gave me a true 
appreciation for opal and the delicacies in working with it. I will purchase further books from Mr Ward. If you want 
easy, informative reading on gemstones, Fred Ward should be your source.

This is a revised edition of OPALS and part of the Fred Ward Gem Book Series. The lavishly illustrated all-color book 
continues in the quality tradition of the other gem seven books in the series. Opals from Australia, Mexico, the USA, 
and other sites are included, as are mining, processing, sales, and care. This is a compact, beautiful, and informative 
coverage of this fascinating gemstone.

Beautifully photographed...researched with Ward's usual thoroughness...easily understood. -- Gemmological 
Association of Australia Opals from A to Z...detailed, concise, and personally researched at the mines...incredibly 
informative and a joy to read. --Greg Sherman, FGAA, renowned Australian opal dealer About the AuthorAuthor and 
gemologist Fred Ward personally visited and photographed all the locations included in this enticing new revision of 
his highly successful original edition of OPALS. Mr. Ward created the National Geographic Magazine gemstone 
series of articles and for 14 years traveled the world researching the best and most beautiful specimens. Now he has 
published separate books on the best-known and loved gems: DIAMONDS, EMERALDS, RUBIES SAPPHIRES, 
PEARLS, JADE, OPALS, PHENOMENAL GEMS: THE GEMS THAT DO TRICKS, plus GEM CARE. 


