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Don Brophy : One Hundred Great Catholic Books  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised One Hundred Great Catholic Books: 

1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Really a stretch by this PC author to call many dissident authors 
great Catholic books because they are so called Catholic!By Kevin KellyMany of the books listed are great Catholic 
books, but when this PC author gets to the 20th Century he includes many written by Catholic in-name only authors, 
includes 2 that are basically about The Historic Christ and he says Vatican very much opposed to both yet he includes 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=2895078718


them, feminist books, one his says is more political than theological, and many other books with his new age, glowing 
review where he tries unsuccessfully to hide his obvious ambivalence to church teaching. Many of the books would be 
on best seller list for organizations like Catholics for a Free Choice, etc. I luckily only paid 1 cent for this used book, 
an ex-library copy that was like new. So if you can get for 1 cent worth it to read about the great books and to know 
what books to stay away from. I hope Pat is still "fretting" about what his next book will be about, and we can only 
pray either he gets terminal writers block or goes new age where he belongs.6 of 10 people found the following review 
helpful. Does what it says it will do!By Michael A. GrellaThe author cites and describes 100 works worth reading for 
anyone interested in the spiritual life, primarily Catholics, but no limited to them. Each summary does justice to the 
work cited. Highly recommended.0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Holy Resource!By I. Emma 
PennameThis is a terrific, well-written book for browsing--or to use as a starting point for serious research. Learned a 
lot!

Succinct and thoughtful, this collection of 100 classics of past and present Catholic literature covers topics2ranging 
from biography, spirituality, theology, and poetry to history, mystical writings, and fiction.

From Publishers WeeklyBrophy, who assembles short, 300-word reviews of the best books ever written by Catholics, 
asserts that people are Catholic, books are not. As a longtime editor at the Catholic book publisher Paulist Press and 
author of The Story of Catholics in America, he is eminently qualified for the job and carries it out beautifully. In the 
introduction, Brophy spells out what qualifies a book for his list. First, it must have nourished Catholic Christians and 
many other seekers over the centuries. Second, the book must be of interest to general readers, meaning that 
professional theologians like Karl Rahner were disqualified. s are arranged chronologically, beginning with the 
Sayings and Stories of the Desert Fathers and ending with Paul Elie's contemporary classic, The Life You Save May 
Be Your Own. Brophy acknowledges the arbitrariness of his endeavor, but it's a judicious collection. Some choices 
will be familiar to readers while others will be unexpected; for example, some readers may not know that Black Elk 
(the Sioux spiritual leader) was a Catholic convert. Brophy approaches his reviews as a believer, so that in the end any 
person of faith who is passionate about books will find a kind of spiritual catechism. (Oct.) Copyright Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "The succinct considerations address the historical or 
contemporary context of the work, explain the significance of the author, and contain a brief synopsis of the actual 
title." Library Journal 


