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Sophocles : Oedipus the King (Enriched Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Oedipus the King (Enriched Classics): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Tip-top commentary, amateurish translationBy HHThis Oxford 
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translation of "Oedipus the King" is a collaboration between Stephen Berg, a poet, and Diskin Clay, a classicist. It 
offers excellent commentary, including an interpretive introduction, notes explaining obscurities, an appendix on 
Greek drama, and a glossary. The translation itself, however, is quite different: the dialogue is given in short, clipped 
sentences, and the choruses in unpunctuated free verse. Here is Berg's version of the choral lyric from "Oedipus" : 
"just now / from high snowy Parnassus / the god's voice exploded its blazing message / follow his track find the man / 
no one knows / a bull loose under wild bushes and trees / among caves and gray rocks" (p. 45). Berg's explanation for 
this style is that he wants to reproduce the effect of "broken song," and indeed this broken syntax looks much like the 
Greek on the page. This approach, however, sometimes sacrifices definition and intelligibility -- as in this passage, 
especially if the words are going to be spoken rather than read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Oedipus the KingBy Cu's ReviewsThis play truly is a tragedy..It's a bit sick and twisted as well if the reader 
understands old English. Laius is told by an Oracle that he will be slain by his son. Oedipus, is told some years later, 
that he will slay his father and marry his mother. Oedipus leaves his parents and travels far to avoid this prophecy from 
coming true.What I liked best about this play, is that it shows that even when one tries to avoid something, sometimes 
that thing just can't be avoided. The Fates are twisted and play sick games and this play just makes that all the more 
clear. It centers around Apollo as the god to look to, since Apollo was known to have the best seers in all of Greece, 
and it's two of his Oracles that deliver the tragic prophecies.The story is truly sad and it's a bit depressing when the 
reader thinks of all the things Oedipus endured in his life, just for his wife who seemed to have known all along to 
withhold the information he sought.I'm a big fan of the Greece myths and plays.. and I definitely want to delve more 
into the Theban Plays.I give this book 5 of 5 paws0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy 
TutoThis book came in great condition, there were no pages missing and everything is where it is supposed to be. I 
would definitely recommend this product for anyone who is looking for this book.

Enduring Literature Illuminated by Practical Scholarship One noble family's descent into madness, mayhem, and 
murder -- the first play in Sophocles' great Theban trilogy. This Enriched Classic Edition includes: A concise 
introduction that gives readers important background information Timelines of significant events in Greek history and 
theater that provide the book's historical context An outline of key themes and plot points to help readers form their 
own interpretations Detailed explanatory notes Critical analysis and modern perspectives on the work Discussion 
questions to promote lively classroom and book group interaction A list of recommended related books and films to 
broaden the reader's experience Enriched Classics offer readers affordable editions of great works of literature 
enhanced by helpful notes and insightful commentary. The scholarship provided in Enriched Classics enables readers 
to appreciate, understand, and enjoy the world's finest books to their full potential. Series edited by Cynthia Brantley 
Johnson

A great work of world literature has at last become a great poem in English. Mulroys translation is far superior to other 
available English verse translations.Robert J. Rabel, editor of Approaches to Homer, Ancient and Modern 


