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From Brand: Abbeville Press: Nothing But the Blues: The Music and the Musicians before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nothing But the Blues : The Music and the
Musicians:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. EXCELLENT Blues informationBy L akeKidsWe were looking for
some background information of old time blues performers and their music and found this book, lovingly used but in
great condition, and what afind! This goes waaaay back and talks about so many great people and the areas where the
blues was born. Since reading we have been able to make afew purchases of great blues musicians (on , they have
everything!) like Blind Lemon Jefferson, Leroy Carr, Dr. Ross, and so many more. It's so great to now have such a
valuable reference book so we can look up song titles and see who wrote/who recorded them. Would recommend this
to anyone who wants to learn more about this national "treasure" of music and musicians.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Short Review: Excellent Introduction For The Blues Fan Who Wants To Know MoreBy R.
MahaneyShort review: Thisis an excellent over-view of the blues. It provides some technical information and rich
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detail, but it is still very readable.l have one criticism. A section on British Blues and 1960s/70s blues rock in the US,
UK, and Australia should have been included. Some of the best blues songs of the era (for example, Hendrix's Red
House) were a part of this development of the blues.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Blues
HistoryBy BASSAIAN excellent book. Lost original copy so owned it even though | had read it. Would make a great
coffee book as its loaded with pictures along with excellent narrative.

It is our most passionate music, rooted in ancient Africa but brought to blossom in America at the doorstep of the
twentieth century. It isaliving heritage of song born in poverty, persecution, and hard labor, born of love and love
betrayed, of holiness and sin, the pleasures and the pains of the flesh, the experience of tragedy, comedy, drunkenness,
despair, desolation, and pure joy. It isthe blues. At root, the bluesisrich in its simplicity, but it has flowered across
the yearsin avariety of rare complexity. Perhaps no form of popular art is more immediately appealing than the blues,
yet so rewards a thorough knowledge of itsfiner points. In eleven authoritative essays commissioned especially for the
book, Nothing But the Blues traces the African-American origins of the music, its early development as popular
entertainment, its early recorded manifestations, its regional differentiation (Mid-South, Tidewater-Piedmont,

Chicago, Detroit, New York, Los Angeles), its many stylistic dimensions, and its contemporary manifestations.
Country blues, urban blues, the evolution of rhythm and blues, rock 'n' roll, and the blues revival are al fully
covered.But the written history isonly part of the story. Blues fans have always treasured rare photographs of their
heroes, and Nothing But the Bluesis gloriously illustrated with posed and candid shots of the musicians aswell as
photographs of such one-of-a-kind artifacts and documents as L eadbelly's NY PD rap sheet and classic recording
contracts. Nothing But the Blues features an introduction by one of the genre'sliving legends, B. B. King, and a
comprehensive "best of the best”" discography, including current and rereleased recordings as well as the collectors
treasures to go after. Blues is more popular than ever before. Not only are reissues of historical blues classics selling in
unprecedented numbers, but awhole new crop of vital young blues artistsis active in clubs and on record today.
Nothing But the Bluesis alavishly illustrated comprehensive history of the music and the musicians, as well asthe
promoters, producers, and others who have shaped--and continue to shape--this powerful and enduringly popular
American musical art form.

From Publishers Weeklyln this extensively illustrated, comprehensive volume, Grammy-winning CD producer Cohn
provides an elegant pictoral and intellectual history. In the first of 11 essays, Samuel Charters writes on the roots of the
blues; in others, David Evans digs into Texas and Deep South blues and Mark A. Humphrey examines the gospel and
urban traditions of the blues. Bruce Basti, Jim O'Neal and Mary Katherine Aldin are among the writers covering such
topics as white country blues, the 1960s blues revival and the blues today. Richard K. Spottswood offers an excellent
essay on women and the blues. The 325 illustrations include Leadbelly's NY PD rap sheet, recording contracts and rare
historic photos of blues performers making their music. Cohen does full justice to this rich and vibrant chapter of
American musical history. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library Journal This compilation of
11 articles, edited by Grammy Award-winning blues producer Cohn, examines the beginnings and progress of the
blues. The book starts with a penetrating essay by noted blues writer Samuel Chaters, who investigates the origins of
the blues. It follows with chapters that clearly, extensively, and intelligently describe early bluesin the Deep South
and Texas, women and the blues, urban blues, the Sixties blues revival, and such often-neglected aspects of the blues
tradition as gospel, Piedmont regional blues, white country blues, and the role of music researchers like John and Alan
Lomax. Only chapters about the current blues scene and rhythm and blues offer disappointingly superficial treatment.
Lavishly illustrated, well researched, and written in alively style, this book should become a standard on the topic for
both the general public and scholars. Recommended for most collections. The publisher isreleasing alimited edition
of thiswork that includes a compact disc.--Ed.- David Szatmary, Univ. of Washington, SeattleCopyright 1993 Reed
Business Information, Inc. "Nothing But the Blues is a gorgeous object, packed full of rare photographs and written by
avirtual who'swho of blues experts." -- Boston Globe "Extensively illustrated, comprehensive volume...Cohn does
full justice to thisrich and vibrant chapter of American history." -- Publishers Weekly "Lavishly illustrated, well
researched, and written in alively style, this book should become a standard on the topic.” -- Library Journal



