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Yukiko Abe Hatasa, Kazumi Hatasa, Seiichi Makino : Nakama 2: Japanese Communication, Culture, Context 
(World Languages)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
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9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Buy only if you have toBy DYUThis book is very overpriced for an 
average at best textbook with a handful of typos in each chapter.The audio is a complete ripoff sold separately and yet 
absolutely required for using the book.The SAM book is also overpriced but necessary so overall you are paying 200+ 
for all the audio and books, which given their quality is hard to justify.The good thing about the book is its print 
quality (however it lacks a hardcover and is quite easily damaged) and that's about it.The organization of each chapter 
is fragmented, out of focus and the grammatical parts lack consistency. Japanese at this level isn't too difficult to learn, 
but the authors should really try better than this.I bought this book only because our teacher requires it. I think she 
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made a wrong choice.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Product!By Phillip CardonGreat 
Product!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Yingwen Zhounew and good

NAKAMA is a two year proficiency-oriented program that emphasizes practical communication and the development 
of listening, reading, writing, and speaking skills. The eleven thematic chapters, plus one preliminary chapter, focus on 
high-frequency communication situations; while chapter dialogues illustrate typical daily events representative in 
Japanese life and provide realistic contexts in which to learn vocabulary and grammar.

About the AuthorYukiko Abe Hatasa received her Ph.D. in linguistics in 1992 from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. She has taught all levels of Japanese for over twenty-five years, and has worked on curriculum 
development and teacher training in five major institutions in the US, Australia, and Japan. She is known nationwide 
as one of the premier Japanese methodologists in the US and Japan. She is currently a professor of Japanese pedagogy 
at Hiroshima University.Kazumi Hatasa received his Ph.D. in education in 1989 from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. He is currently a professor at Purdue University and Director of the Japanese School at 
Middlebury College. He is recognized internationally for his work in software development for the Japanese language 
and distributes most of his work as freeware over the Internet.Seiichi Makino received his Ph.D. in linguistics in 1968 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is an internationally prominent Japanese linguist and scholar 
who is recognized throughout the world for his scholarship and for his many publications. Before beginning his tenure 
at Princeton University in 1991, he taught Japanese language, linguistics, and culture at the University of Illinois while 
training lower division language coordinators. He is an experienced ACTFL oral proficiency trainer in Japanese and 
frequently trains Japanese instructors internationally in proficiency-oriented instruction and in the administration of 
the Oral Proficiency Interview. Professor Makino has been the Academic Director of the Japanese Pedagogy M.A. 
Summer Program at Columbia University since 1996. He also directs the Princeton-in-Ishikawa Summer Program. In 
2014, the Japanese government honored Dr. Seiichi Makino with a decoration: The Order of the Sacred Treasure, Gold 
Rays with Neck Ribbon, for his outstanding contributions in the mutual academic exchanges between Japan and the 
United States and the development of Japanese language education. 


